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To a Perſon of Honour and Integrity, 
who was the principal perſwader to 
this Publication. 

: ſons why I ſhould publiſh a true Copy to anticipate 

a falſe one, yet Iwas willing to be obſtinate in 4 

caſe of this nature ; wherein to vindicate my cregir, did 
ſeem (to me) too great 4 prejudice to my eale; and was 
thought (by ſome frignds) to be a hazarding of my _ 
And «as I have never been delighted to lye busking in the 
Sun, /0 of late (more eſpecially ) I have been even ſo Amq- 
ous of living retixedly inthe ſhade, that would fain 
ave provided for my Peace and Quict, as moreconfide- 
rable 10 me then my Reputation, Nat that 1 dare be ſo 
wedded 70 eaſe, or {afety, 4s guiltily 'to court rhem by 
Goth, 07 cowardize z nor that 1 dare be ſo indifferent 15 
the good opinion of good nren,s ngt to dtfire r9 be we- 
ry well thought on ; but becauſe I had reſolr/d to fit and 
{mile «pop my lufferings, ad to purchaſe the cominuance 
of my beloved obſcurity .an4 repoſe, by that mhich 1 
#boxabt & lazvful means; even the burying my ſelf among 
#»y.books, and living under the prote&ion of paſſive (i- 
lence. Bus having put my Judgement into other mexs 
hands, and more eſpecially ints yours, and bein perfetily 
conquer'd by your this weeks letter, who was but difor- 


Hongh I could nit well anſwer your former Rea- 


der'd by yow laſt (againſtwhich 1 muſt confeſſt'l did r4- 


2ber Aland out, by av afeted deafneſſe; *rhen any real 
aiſſent ) and being now no longer threatned by bare report, 
bus by one who profeſſeth (under hand and Seal ) to have 

—_ | «* been 
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been writing againſt papers which he cals mine, (adding, 
that he intends to make them publick) 1 finde my ſelf 
bronght to ſuch an unfortunate — (either of ha« 
ving 4 falſe copy printed, or elſe of printing a true copy 
to diſcountenaxce the falſe,) that I muſt piich upon this 
latter 4s the lefler evil. And ſo your wiſhes avd my fears 
are come upon me ; whilſt I lie under a neceſſity of go- 
ing abro2d into the world, meerly in order to my wery 
privacy and peace. For the very ſame Letter which 
threatens the publiſhing of papers falſly bearing my 
Name, cals me the Grandchilde of Pelagius, the Enemy 
of God, of Chriſt, azd of his Church, with more ſuch 
* E12ohoxe, then 1 will ever repay in kinde, Thegreateſf* 
revenge that Iwillſeek, ſhall be (in love to his perſon) 10 
conceal his Name. 1 hope my Soul h4th been dieted with 
cleaner food, then to break out at the mouth into ſuch 
exulccrate Eryſipelas. Andthat I ſhall get moderation 
by thoſe very means, by which 1 finde ſome men have loſt 
it. AndthoughT hope it aoth n;4 lie inthe power of any 
man toinfet my Name w:th ſxch a Leprofic, as to make 
it loathſome to ſuch perſons 7 whom 1 deſire to be ap- 
proved, yet have 1 hated the publication of this my 
{cribling, for fear ſome young or old Trojan ſhould make 
it an Apple of Altercation. For you know thus Age is full 
of Salamanders, who never live ſo pleaſantly «8 in the 
Fire of Contention:: in hopes .to expire and tobe buried 
( like ſows Pauſanias or Heroſtratus) i» #he Armes of 
Fame, though not of Glory. And truly this « the reaſon, 
why I have ſuffer'd ſolong in ſo deep « filencey even 
hating .the means, becauſe. abhorring the effets, of 4 
Vindication ; «nd deſiring that what I built »por wb 
controyerted ſubjets, might be (like Solomons Tem- 
ple) withowt the leaft noiſe of Axe or Hammer. 4 : | 
4 
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had lcokt upon my ſelf with ſo much reverence, 4s to 
hive mide my [lf Felerve I conld be publ ckly uſeful, 
1 world bave faſten'd npon a (ſubjc& which ſhould have 
been firer, andn.ore calic, more profitable azd pleaſant, 
and every way more acceptable ro my ſelf, and others. 
I have been wry attentive to that preaching of Siracides, 


Search not the things that are above thy ſtrength, but EccleGſticus 
what is commanded thee think ttereupon with reve- 3 *{23%-t3 


rerce, &c. And whileſt I conſider, that God will ren- 
der tocvery man (0 according to his opinions, but) 


accordirg tol.is woiks; 1 do wot think it ſo good atash, yn x. 6 


ro make men orhcdox Chriſtians, as to. make them ho- 
neſt axd ſincere ones,. If 1 hed been one of thoſe, who 
prefer the Truth of opinion #9 the Truth of praiſe, 
and hate a man moye for the, leaſt Error of bi Judge- 
ment,then for the greateſt obliquity of his Will, 1 might 
indeed bave been forward on ſuch 4 Subjet. But becanſe 
T' have ſeriouſly 'obſerved, that whileſt men (camble 
100 eagerly after the Truth of Religion, they (in the 
heat of Cortention) do loſe the practiſe of it, 1 have 
paſſed the hardeſt cenſure »pon my preſent neteſlity,and 
have been ( hitherto ) the unkindeſt man #» the world z0 
mine own Publication. But yow (Sir) are to thank me 


for my misfortune; in ſutmifion 18 whoſe Judgement, I. 


have sffered violence to mine own. 1 may be aſtranger 
to my (elf through the deceitſulneſſe of my Heart, but if 
my Heart doth not deceive me, no man living hath gone 
70 Preſſe with greater vanity, then I go now with (elt-de- 
nial. 7 am ſure my averſcneſſe 10 1his publication hath 
extorted from me av unproportionable length borh of 
this my Letter to your ſelf, and of my Parancſis 10 rhe 
Reader 4 which makes a Portal tos large for the lntleneſle 


of the Coitage 1owhich it leads, Which 4s I firſt ſub- 


mitted 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


mitted 79 your Judgement,ſo muſt 1 now commit et 79 y0ur 
diſpoſal,and wi:hal commend 7t ts your Procedtion, I ſay 
Fo your ProteRtion, becauſe (whileſt the Prelle is ſo proſti- 
tuted, and the Age ſo prurient) it i not likely to be the 
ſafer for being innocent. It was not the mod<ſty of Su- 
ſanna that was able to ſecure her from the Inditment of 
the Eldersz and'tw.es the innocence of Joſeph, which 
made his Miſtreſſe pronounce him guilty, But had I im- 
Tined (as T did yot) that my private Notes would have 
bees ſd vitiated and expoſed, when I deliver'd them as 
whiſpers into one man's Ear, 1 would infallibly have us d 
them as Virginius did his vertuous Daughter ; that at 
leaſt they mizht have gone unpolluted oat of the world, 
But fince they ayt unhappilycondemn'd tolive #n ſpig ht 
of all my endevours to huve (uppreſt them, (Pco ſuppli- 
cio eſt, non potaiſſe mori,) 474 that you will have tbems 
rather robe /h+w'd by m2, #n their natural ſhape, then by 
any ſtrange $44, iy #ny uncharitable diſguiſe z I hope rhat 
you will ſecure me from farther trouble, by wndertaking its 
vindication #ga/af 1y pragmatick perſon, who ſhall poſ- 
ſobly abuſe either them,or me, For the temptation od | be 
> rt the neceffity more urgent#hen I hope it will 
be.if Idraw 4 either end of the Saw of ſtrife. But you 
have \eiſure as well as $kill ; 41d you are able to forget 
your rank and Quality, tn favour to him, who does 
hondur your vettues and Eradition, above your Fortune: 
and your Blond, And who is not more by obligati- 
| on of Duty, then by the peculiar inclinations of his 
Soul, Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, obliged, 


And humble Servanc, 
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A PARZENESIS to the Reader. 


ſs 
f | (Shbewing the firſt occaſion of this following 

| Diſcourſe, and the Author's neceſlity 70 
make it publick.) 


OO > D—— 


SECT. I. 


Hat 1am ſubje& to erroys, it is no humi- 
{ity to acknowledge; it being no more 
then to conſefſe, thar I carry about me 
'oJ, the infirmitics of a ma» ; which whoſo- 
ever doth not, let him caſt the firÞ ſtone 
at me, But whcther or no 1 am an Heretique, or a Job. 8. 9. 
1 daneerous perſon, 1 dilire my Cerſors may be my 
2 Fudge and do therefore addrefle this prelent Apo- 
ogie and Appeal, not to the kindneſſe and partiality of 
my deareſt frie-ds, but to the very jealouſtes, and pre- 
judices of my ſevereſt enemies, IT bar the ſuffrage of 
| none, but the accuſer of 1he Brethren, that. Abadgon Or ney. 14; 56, | 
A Apollyon, ſo wery skilfull to deſtroy, who « the Father 9.21, | 
| of Lies, and was 6 murderer from the beginning, Job.8. 1444+ | 
2? I doprofeſle in the preſence of that puniFnqt Regi- 
fter within me, (ro which 1 bear a greater reverence 
then to affront it with a premeditated and wilfull Lie) 
that I do not «»ſbeath my Pen, towound the reputation 
of any man living. But ſince mine own lies bleeding 
B ” on 
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inthe mouths of ſome, whole very Tongues have Teeth, 
which bite much harder then I will ever allow mine. 
(and if there happen. to be any in all my papers, 1 
fhall not think ic painf#l to have them drawn) it is 
but needful that I be clothed at leaſt with armour of 
defence.. I-meant indced_ at the fiſt,- only to kavo 
armed my. (elf. with ſilerce, that my reſervedneſſe and 
obſcurity might keep me ſafe: and even now that I am 
forced and as it were drag'd-into the field, I contend 
cot. for vifory, but for an honourable Retreat. Andif 
after. I have ſuffer'd, I may be competently ſafe, 1 
will thank my. Backler, but not. my Sword. Even now 
that I am writizg, itis with a kinde of wilingneſſe to 
blot-it ont; and do only ſo doit, as preferring an 7+ 
convenience before a miſchief. 

There had been a private conference betwixt a Gen- 
theman and my ſelf, which (for his further ſatisfaction) 
I threw haſtily into a paper; every whit as incoherent, 
as it had been in our oral and extemporary Diſcourſes : 
a Diſcourſe which of neceſiny was-forc'd to be without 
method as without premed:tation ; becauſe (in my. an- 
ſwers to his objections) I was bound to follow atter the. 
meaſure that I-was /ed. 'I thought the thing ſo 7ncou- 
federable, as-not to vouchſate it a reading over, bur 
juſt. as-it was written, delivered. it inſtantly ro my 
friend; to be returned (when he had uſed it) untothe 
uſual place of my forgetfalneſſe: And.torgotten it was 
ſo long; that truly- I know nor how long. it was; till . 
diſcourling with” another Gentleman upon the very 
fame ſubje&; I found my memory awak'd by thar. 
ſleeping ſcribble, | bur ( forgetting that ſecrets do ceaſe, 


ty be ſo, when-they..are 101d thovgh bur to one, w_ 
/ t at. - 
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that with ſtrict conjurations of greateſt ſecrecy) I gave 
him. leave to peruſe ir as his leiſure ſery'd him, 
It ſeems this Gentleman had a Confident, as well as I; 
and ſo my original increas'd and multiplied into ma- 
ny falſe copies, of which zot one was like the Mo- 
ther. Now that my paper went abroad by the help of 
more hands then one, was againſt my knowledge, again(t 
my will, againſt my precept, againſt my care, and laſtly 
againſt my beſt endevours to yecal ir, It having b:zen 
abſolutely impoſſble, that I ſhould love the publication 
of my poor Abortive, who never eſteemed my ripeſt 
and moſt /egitimate produttions to be any way wor- 
thy of publique view. Sofar was I from an ambition 
of being known by a disfigured and m1ſ ſhaper childe, 
that when I firſt heard of its zravels, ir was faln our 
of my memory; and when it came to me ina d:ſguiſe, 
it was. quite out of my Knowledge. 

I do acknowledge the grear abſtruſeneſſe of the whole 


ſubje& on which I treated, and rhe diſproportion of Epiſc. Winton, 
in Jud. de art, | 


my faculties to undertake or manage it, For if the 
learned Biſhop Andrewes did chooſe with S. Auſtin, 
much more may I with Biſhop Amarewes, rather to 
hear then to ſpeak of theſe Inſearchables, 1 do not 


hope ro fathom either the Bathos of the Apoſtle, or Rom, 11. 33, | 
the Pſalmiſts Abyſſe. But I exp: to be pardon'd, if Pal, 36.6. | 


when my way is {lippery, I take heed ro my footing ; 
and ſo eſchew the precrpice, as not ro run upon the 
Wolfe, Itis not the bulineſle of this paper, cither ro 
ſtare an old queſtion in a new found way, or to publiſh 
my judgement as aconſiderable thing, Who am I, that 
I thould moderate between the Remonſtrants and Anti- 

B 2 remonſtrants ? 


[43 
rmoniirants'? berwixe 'S. Auſtin and other Fathers ? 
betwixt hi#» and himſelf ? betwixt the Synod of Dort, 
and that other at Auzuſfa? betwixt the Dominicans 
and the Fefuites ? Arminius and Mr, Perkins ? Tw1i(ſe 
and Bellarmine ? 'or betwixt Whitaker and Baro ? Much 
indeed may be +#cus'a, becauſe much 'may be /vok't 
for, from foch'reverend Prelares, as were 'Overal, 2nd 
Davenant, ButT beiceve, among(t the Clerey there is 
not one in a hnxdred fit to ſpettk of the'e Myſteries , 
and amongſt the Laitynot-ore in a thouſand, that's fic 
to hearthem. Hence was thar lence firſt, and after- 
wards that ſecrecie, 'wherein T'fzinwonld have buried 
mine own conjetures : and even now that I am forc'd 
to be more pub'ique then I meant, (by the'many falſe 
copies of my —— wheteof one 'of the falſeſt is 
now preparing for the /preſſe, by one, who ir 'ſeetns 'is 
at very great leiſure) it is not 'ar all from any ambiti- 
0n to be follow'd, but from an humble defire to be 
rightly underſtosd ; and do therefore only pretend to 
an Apologie,and an Appeal, Firſt, an I" for my 
imprudente ; that I could think ſuch a ſecret might be 
communicated to oye; and fo betray thoſe papers to 
the Light, which belonged only to the Fire, Second- 
ly, an Appeal, whether I am a Pelagiay, or whether 
ſo much as a Maflias : or whether indeed Iam not 
rather a very orthodox Proteſtant of the Chnrch of 
England, 1 have managed my d'ſcourſe, as I ground 
my Faith, not from the bidden Myſteries of God's 
ſecret will, but from the cleareſt expreſſions of his writ- 
ten Word. Where, of divers interpretations, (as often 
as they are divers) I love to pitch upon tar, m_ [ 
ngae 


> 
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finde agreed upon by the wiſeft and the beſt, and 
which, in my ſhallow judgement, (which yet is the 
deepeſt that I have) doth ſeem the ſafeft, and the 
moſt ſutable to the Analogie of Faith. Even Babes 
ard Idiots have this advantage of their betters, to 
be afraid of that fire where wiſer men bave bern 
burnt. And ſad experience hath taught me, { who 
am a Babe and an 7aor in reſpe& of the aged and 
the wiſe ) to ſteer aloof in my Dodrimes from thoſe 
fatal ſhelves whereon my -own ſmall weſſed hath been 
fownaly daſhed, and many others ( much greater ) as 
it were ſbipwracke before mine «yes, This entirely 
is the reaſon, why 1 'haye hovered along time be- 
twixt the Abſolureneſſe of a Decree, and the Liberty of 
a Willy, like a trembling Needle betwixt tmo Ladd- 
fonesz or rather like a man newly walking upon a 
Rope, who fo ballanceth his 'body with his two-haxds, 
that his cor rinual fear of falling down is the only 
Tenure by which he ſtands. 1 dare nor, for my lite, 
be ſo be/d as the Pelagians, nor yet fo bloudy as 
the Manichees, 1 would not ſplit my judgement on 
the Symplegades of two intolerable miſchiefs, either 
by robbing God of his Efficiency in any one Aft 
which is na:#rally good; or by aſperſing his Holi- 
neſſe in any one Ad which is morally evill, 1 do 
endeyour to keep my (elf, (and others committed to 
my Reeping) both from the rock of Preſwmption, and 
from the gulf of Deſpair, I ſteer as carefully as I 
can (in this ſo dangerous Archipelago) betwixt the 
nature of Gods will, and the condition of mine own ; 
that ſo wy Cenfidence may well conſiſt with my Hu- 
| B. 3 mility, 


The two 
Principles 


or Grounds 


of my Belief 
in this buli- 
neſle, 


C61] 
-wility, I dare not impute to God what -is wnwor- 
thy for him to own; nor arrogate to my ſelf what 
is God's peculiar : and therefore ſettle my minde and 
my judgement upon theſe two Grounds, 


-T. That all the Evil of fu which dwelleth in me, or 
proceedeth from me, is not imputable to God's 
will, but entirely ro mine own. The Serpent and 
the Protoplaſt were promoters of ?my guilt, but 
wy God was no promoter either of zhezy guilt or 
mine, When the $ erpent ſpeaketh alie, he ſpeaker 
of his own ; He « the Father of lies, and the works 
of your father ye will ds, Joh. 8, 44. 


II. That all the good which I do, I do firſt receive s 
not from xy thing in my ſelf, but from the ſpe- 
cial Grace and favour of Almighty God, who free- 
iy worketh in me, both to will and to ds of his 
good pleaſure, Phil. 2, 13, 


J 


CY 


Cnay,. I. 


for theſe are the Grounds on which I build my judgement, 

and theſe are the Tauchſtones by which I try it. Whatſoever Sir p opanan, 
I] beleeve concerning Eſe&ion or Reprobation, and thoſe other fic aſeram, ut 
Dueſtions which are depending, I do inter from theſe Truths, veran que 
which (as I ſuppoſe) cannot poſlibly deceive me. And whileſt ng, = - 
I ſtand to theſe Grounds, Iam not able to quit my judgement, rad. 
how little ſcever it ſhall be /iked by ſuch as are wittily unrea- pe? obediens 
ſenable. So that my Principles be right, I care not whither they conſent: enſq; 
carry me, whileſt Scripture and my beſt Care are both Guides in Do _ 
my conveyance; for where the Premi|es are true, the Concluſion wah k ub 
cannot be falſe : all that needeth to be car'd for in the pro- jig, 
greſſe of my ſearch, is the legality of the d:dufion ; which, if it 
be wrong, I (hall be glad to hearofirt for iny inſirudtion ; and 
if it be right, it cannot chooſe but be Truth which leaps natus* 


raly forth fi om the womb of Trath. 


'J* theſe are Principles to be granted, my work is done; 


6. It by any inadvertency (either in me, or the reader) my 


words ſeem to claſh with my Beltef, it is by no other misfor- yy jns/ ;;; qu 
tune then befell S. Auſtin, when he ufed ſuch expreſſions de /ibe o arti 
againſtthe Pelagians, as ſeemed to contradict what he had /#iParres qa4- 
ſpoken againſt the Maniebees ; and yet he profeſſeth it was not © © Neo- 
his jud but his fiy/e only that was changed. The ſaying © rue 
is judgement, but his ſiy/e only t $ changec YINg ,un, ee qicom 
of Bucer is remarkable, (and the more becaule it was Bucer's) otim now null, 
That there was no ſuch harm in what was ſaid by the learned, both putant impie- 
ancient ard modern, concerning the freedome of the 1Vill, if things were nn” y hes rite 
taken as they were meant, (that is to ſay) by theright handle : 9 41piane 
. With ficut 1p» 
and that would oftner be done, it the perſons of ſome men were ;,-: 
not a prejudice to their cauſe : tor | knde the ſame words may accipi volye- 
paſſe with favour from one, which would nor be endured (hould rr, 
they be ſpoken by another. One ſhort example will not be Apud Caffand, 
turdenſime to the, Keader. Dofor Twiſſe himſclt hath ſaid ©22'\ulrp. 130, 
exprelly, That the juſtice of God doth net appear in the abſolute or in prafar, ad 
ſimple condemnation of bis creature, but in the condemnation of it - ſtn. Vind, Grat.p-3. 
| hus 
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Gal. 6, 1, 


[87 
Thus he (pcaketh in his Preface, which is moſt of it ſpent 
againſt Arminixs. 1did but ſay the ſame words to ſome ad- 
enirers of Dr. Twiſſe, and yet was counted an Arminian ; 
which makes me heartily deſire, that I may mcet with aun- 


byas't ani impartial Readers; that whatſoever I ſhall fay in 


theſe following papers, may be compared with the two Pringi- 
ples which TI havejuſt now laid; 1 diſallowing al that diſ- 
agreeth with thoſe principles, as the unhappineſſe of my pen, or 
the unſteadineſſe of my brain. Idefire all may go for n» mzre 
then it is worth, If I ſeemro any man to be overtaken in a 
fault, he ſhall do well to reſtare me in the ſpirit of merkneſſe, re- 
membring himſelf leſt be alſo be tempted. 1t 1am thought to be 
in the wrong by thoſe that think themſelves only in the 
right, they can concludeno worſe of me, then that I am not in- 
falible : it in any thing 1 erre,it is for w.nt of apprehenſion, not 
my unwillingneſs to apprehend; nor am I ſeverely to be cenfur'd, 
for being «every whit as dull, as thoſe thinſands of thouſands 
who have thoughtas I do. I hope my Reaſons will moke it 
appear, that it I erre, 1am not affefedly, but invincibly ig- 
norant ; and ſo for being moſt unpaſſionately, Iam moſt par- 
donably erroneow. Or if Iam thought not to be fo, I defire 
one tavour from them that ſo think, even that all my faults 
(whether real or ſuppoſed) may rather be laid upon my perſon, 
then impured to my Cauſe. 

Before I come to prove any thing from the firſt of my 
Principles,1 toreſee a neceſſity to prove my Princip/es to be true ; for 
though the fooliſhneſſe of man perverteth his way, yet his heart 
fretteth againſt the Lord. There are men in the world of no 
ſmall name, who have told the wor!d both out of the Pulpit, 
and from the Preſſe, that al the evil! of ſin which is in man =o 
ceedeth from God only as the Author, and from Man only as 
the Inffrument ; whether or no 1am deceived, let the Readef 
judge by this following Catelogye of Expreſſions. I forbear to 
name the Azthors in meer civility to their perſons ; bur I have 
them lying by me very particularly quoted, and will pro- 
duce them, if I am challenged by any man's Duybt or Curioſtty. 
The Expreſlions are ſuch as theſe : (to begin with the 


mildeſt. ) 
' « That 


= 


& rihed, 


& That God dire&eth his voice to ſome men, but that they rc; ;. c.24.5 13 
© may be ſo much thedeafer; he gives Dgbt unto them, bue P. 333- 
&« that they may beſo much the blinder ; he offers them in- 
&« fratjion, but that they may b2 the more ignorant 3; and he 
c« ufeth a remedy, but tothe end they may wt be healed. 


© That a wicked man, by the juſt impulſe of Gd, doth ;,r, 18. 8 5; 
* that which ix not lawful for him to dy. 


© That the Devil and wicked men are fo reſtrained on every x, .c, 17:5 12; 
&« {ide with the hand of God, as with a bridle, that they cannot p. 66. 
& conceive, nor contrive, nor execute any miſchief, nor 1o much <=x 
& as endevour its execution, any farther then God himſelf 
* doth (not permit only, but) command: nor are they only 
© held ia fetters, but compelled alſo as with a hridle, to perforni 
© obedicnce to ſuch commands, 


© That Theeves and Murderers are the inſtraments of the Divine ,, ,_, ,, 6+: 
© Providence, which the Lord himſelf uſerh to execute his þ, 54, 
*& Judgements which he hath determined within himſelf ; 
* and that he works through them. 


© That Gods Decree, by which any man is deſtined to cons 1. part. r. 
* demnation for fin,is not an AZof bis Juſtice,nor doth it pre- Pigr. 19, c- 2. 
** ſuppoſe ſin. Or it Danmation doth preſuppoſe in, it doth not tol. 5 + 1155-1 
*© low, that the Preſcience of ſin doth precede the IWillor De- 
* cree of Danningy or it the Will of Damning any man is 
*an a7 of vindicative Juſtice, it doth not follow that ic prie- 


*© ſappoſeth ſin. 
** That God can will that man ſhall nt faf, by his vill 1:4 $14. 
A $14, p. 


& That all things happen, not only by God's Preſcience, but Z- 3. c.23 $ 6. 
© by his cxprefle order and politive Decree. Whereby many Þ» 33+: 

&« from the womb are devoted to certain and inevitable Deſtru- 

& jon, that by their miſery God's Name may be glo- 


C10] 
& which is called Voluntas ſigni, and in the mean while he 
« can ordain that the ſame man ſhall infallibly and efficaciouſ- 
<« }y fall, by bis Will which is called Voluntas ben-placitii The 
<« tormer will of God is improperly called his will, for it only 
& fjpnifieth what man ought to do by right; but the latter 
&« willis properly called a Will,becauſe by that he decreed what 
<« ſhould | inevitably ] come to paſſe. 


« That when God makes an Ange! or a Man a Traiſpreſſor, 
In ſerm, de he himſelt doth not veakrats becauſe he doth not 
Prov.c5 50.6. & break a law. The very ſame ſin, viz. Adultery or Murder, 
” CONE & in as much as it is the work of Ged the Author, mover, and 
—% "2 © compeller, it is nota crimez but in as much as it is of man, it is 


&« a wickedneſſe. 


L.r.c.18.S1. © That they are cowards and feck for ſubterfuger, who 
þ. 68, 6 ſay that this is done by God's Permiſſion only, and not by 
&* his Fil. It the excecation and madneſſe of Ahab is a Judge- 
©Z” ©« ment of God, the fiction of bare permiſſion doth preſently va- 
& ziſh; becauſe ir is ridicalous, that the Judge ſhould only 
& permit, and not alſo decree what he will have done, and alſo 

© command the execution of it to his Miniſters. 


27 © That God's decree is not lefſe efficacious in the permiſſi- 
L.3, part. 1. p, *© on of Evill, then inthe produftion of Gawd. (Nay) that 
14*,143,147, * God's will doth paſſe, not only into the Permiſſion of the lin, 
148,25. © but into the ſin it ſelf which is permitted. (Nay ) that the 
& Dominicans do imperfettly and obſcurely relate the Truth, whileſt 
LT” © befides Gods concurrence to the making way for ſin, they 
&« require nothing but the negation of efficacious Grace, when it 
<« js manifeſt, that there is a farther proſtitution to ſins required. 
&« (Nay afterwards) that God doth adminiſter the occafions 
co of finning, and do ſo move and urge them, that they ſmite 
& the ſinners minde, and really affeft bis Imagination, according to 
” all _ degrees, whether of Profit or Pleaſure, repreſented 
< in them. 


if my hand were not weary, if my heart did not rank, 
; t 


Cir) 


both my ears did not tingle, I could reckon up nmny more 
ſuch frightfull ſayings, from mine own knowledge and inſpeion, 
which I have quoted to the very page, and can do tothe very 
lire oftheir ſeveral Authors: beſides a cloud of blaſphemics 
which I could name from other compilers, if Ieither liſted or 
had need to take up any upon Truſt. Now by all this it ap- 
pears, (as well as by many 709 literal expoſitions of ſome Texts 
in Scripture, which make God (bleſſed for ever!) to be the 
Tempter, the Deceiver, and the Father of Lies) there is a neceſſity 
lying upon upon me to prove my firſt Principle, before ſome 
Readers will dareto truſt it, viz. 

That all the Evill of fin which dwelleth in me, is not The firſt 
imputable to God's Will, but entirely of mine own. Principle 
Adam and the Serpent may be allowed as ſharers, but my 

God (blefſed for ever !) is none at all. 


3. This is plain by Scripture, ard by the Evidences of Reg- Proved by 
ſen: (to which anon I (hall adde Antiquity.) And firſt for Scipmne. 


4. Scripture, though the force of a Negative . 
Argument is not irrefragable, yet it isnot 7Pr#deſtinare Deum homines ad pec- 
unworthy to be obſerved, that God is no dicks, f qr, _ vr —_ 

where affirmed to Predeſtine ſin : and there- , 120 Ew, gu0r vicare des 

fore the word Predeſtination is us'd with- c;nir, Gror. in Riv. Ap. Diſc, 
out any Epithet, to ſignife nothing but p, 52, | 

Ele&ion in the ordinary ſenſe: and it is 

ſet by Divines (both ancient and modern) Q#atwwr priores Articult Lambethani 

as an oppoſite member to Reprobation 3 ſunt de Predeſtinatione,g+ Reproba- 
, tione, quarun illa fegnificatur Rom, 

which cannot be done from the bare na- ,, .*.'L.- Dial, 36. 6. 

ture of the word, but from the Uſe of it in Epif, Wint, de Artic, Judic, 

Scripture : and why ſhould that be the ſole 

vſe of ic (when the word it ſelf is as fit to {ignifie the con- 

trary) bur becauſe God is the Author of all the good we do, - 

” Js and of all the good that we receive, whereas Man is his own 

, | Author of al! the Evilwhich he committeth, and of the Evil 

0] © which he ſuffereth for ſuch commiſſions ? 

9 And though this bare negative Proof might ſeem ſuffici- 

» ent inſuch a cafe | that God deth no where profeſſe be wil's ar 


decrees the fin of Man] yet (to make us inexcuſable when we 
C 2 excuſe 
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excuſe oftr ſelves, like Adam, by any the leaſt accuſation of 
him that made us) God doth every where profeſſe, that he 
wil it not : as when he forbids it by bis Lawes, when hepro- 
vides againſt it by his Diſcipline, when he ſhews us how to 
avoid it, when he tels us he cannot endure ic, when he wins us 
from it by Promiſes, when he frights us from ic by Threats, 

. when he profefſeth that ic is to him both a Trouble, and a 

Pſal. 81. 13. Djſhonour. How doth he wiſh that his People had walked in his 

Iſa. 5+ 3,4 wWwayes? How doth he expoſiulate and make his Appeal, whether 
he had omitted any thing, which might tend to the converſion 

Ezck. 18. of a ſinful 1/rael? In the whole 18. chapter of Ezekiel, God 

Verl. 3,29. js pleaſcd ro make his own Apologie and Appeal, even to 

them that had accus'd him in an unworthy Proverb : | The Fa- 
thers have eaten ſowre Grapes, and the childrens Teeth are 
ſet on edge] Are not my waies equal ? and are not your waies un- 
equal ? Sure their waies had been his, if he had abſolutely con- 
triv'd them. The ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die, verſ. 4. And why 
witt ye die O houſe of Iſrael? verſl. 31. Which was virtually 
co atrke them, nhy they would ſin two; which they ought to have 
done, it he had willd it: for the poſitive will of God muſt 
and ought to be done; and can any man be puniſht for doing 
that which he muſt? Myſt any man be puniſht for doing that 
which he ought ? *Tis but an ill xpn{,pv24ry (which ſome men 
uſe) to ſay that God hath a double Fill, of which the one is 
ſecret, and the other revealed; the revealed will not only 
drwerſe, but even ppoſite to the ſecret one : God ordaining ſin 
with the ce, whileſt he forbidric with the cther ; and not al- 
waies willing in ſecret what he reveals himſelf to Le willing to, 
for this is a Salve (a o>pdr payunxcr) a great deal worſe then 
Slams age IB Pound which it fain would cure. Gods will indeed is 
' 33 wi Qivided amongſt orthodox Divines in reſpe& of ſeveral! Afs,and 

Lake nuags In relation to ſeveral objefis, or to the very fame objeR at ſe- 

mxorus. Wane veral Times, and in ſeveral Qyalifications, into his firſt will, and 

4a NouTesr,7% his ſecond will, bis antecedent and conſequent, his ſecret and re- 
ye gr vealed will : but to affirm two wils in ſimplicity it ſelf, the one 

_ lob. ined. contrariant to the other about the very ſame «a&, (theone de» 

id Eph Homil, Creeing that very a& which is prohijited by the other) ſeemeth 

:P,103% a greater blaſphemy to me, then that which the Gnficany 

the 
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the Marcionites, and the Manichees were guilty of, when they A4uguſlir. Herd. 
affirmed two G.ds, as the different Fountains of God and 6 22500 ad- 
Evil, For by what I finde in Tertullian (w ho was beſt ac- |" —_ 
quainted with Marcion's Herefies ) thoſe two Principles of Goed Hug; Dies ad- 
and Evil were found outas a Kefuge for thoſe other opinions, ſrt ranquam 
againſt which it is, that this my Scribble was fiſt delign'd. das Syn plega- 
And what Tertullian ſpeaks againſt Marcin, might very well © nanſragi 
be repeated againſt the Abſolute Reprobatarians: it baving,”*”" 

been better and more reaſonable (in that Father's Judgement) Qui iſle Deus 
that God ſhould never have forbid what he &etermin'd ſhould 14m bonus, ut 
be dene, then that he ſhould determine to be done what he for- meyer ae 
bid. And ſo 'cis the leſſer blaſphemy of the two,. to aſcribe F10- 0 as, 
lineſſe to one principle, and Unholineſſe to another (in the Did, C. 36, 
Marcionite's ſenſe) thin both to him who is the Spirit of Holi- 
neſſe ; who therefore cannot ſo irreſpeively decree the puniſh- 
ment of his Creature, as to neceſſitate his fin, and ſo be the 
Author of his Impenitence. 


IO. Letno man ſay then when he is tempted, I am tempted of Ged ſam. 1. 13,14. 


(as our modern Ranters are wont to do) for every man # 

tempted, when he is drawn away of bis own luſt and enticed. So 

far is God from being the Author of any man's fin, that 

he #s Faithfull (faith the Apoſtle) and will not ſuffer ws to be 

tempted above what we are able, but will be ſure to make a way 1 Cor,to.13. 

either for conqueſt, of for eſcape. T dare not ſay then (with 

tim in the Comedian, who had been a great ſinner) Qaid ſt hes 

quiſpiam voluit Dews ? What if ſome God bath ſo decree'd it * for Trent, in Eu« 

S. Fames makes me belecve, that fin is both ingendred and con» #*c. 

ceived within me : when my luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth Jam. 1,15, 

fin: and if my Luf is the Mither of it, ſure the Father is 

my Will. Ic was David's ſaying of wicked T,rael, that they PC. 106. 29, 

provok'd G:d to anger (not with his-will, but) with their own 

Inventions : there are Contrivers of miſchief, (Pf. 58. 2) Devi- 

ſers of lies, (Ecclef. 7. 13.) ſuch ay weary themſelves to. commit 

iniquity (Jer. 9, 5.) Which cannot poſlibly be imputed unto 

an abſolute decree. How many Volumes have been wricten De pide Cornel, 

arte Magica ? De arte Meretricia? De arte Lenonum ? with (uch Agrip. de vanit. 

others as would bluſhro be nam'din Eng/iſh; and dare we /4**?. 

lay they are decreed, to be Myſteriouſly wicked ? or that their 
GC 3 de- 


% 
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deftruttion was trreſpeiive, and unconditionall? T am in ſuch 
diſorder and diſcompoſedneſſe of minde, whileſt I only repeat 
theſe bold expreſſions, that were It not to goed purpoſe (asT 
conje&ure and intend) I durſt not venture to repeat them. 

Dan 9.7, O Lord, righteouſneſſe belongeth unto thee, but unto us conſuſion of 

Eccleſ. 7, 29. face. For thauhbait made man upright, but we have found out many 
inventions. 

Proved ſec:ndly After Scripture I come to Reaſon ; by which I hope to make 

by Reaſon, It appear, that God Almighty is ſo tar from being A-ceſ- 
fary to fin, and does ſo many things to hinder it, that he 
doth not permit it but in an equitable ſenſe ; and amongſtma- 
ny reaſons which may be given, I ſhall (in civility ro my 
reader, and for the love of brevity) content my felt with bat 
ene, which to my ſeeming is the beſt ; and I the rather think ir 
the beſt, becauſe I ground it upon a notion which I have 

Hikes Ec, formerly learnt from moſt judicious Mr. Hooker : That which 

Polit. l, 1, aſſigns to every thing the kinde, that which moderates the 
power, and appoints the form and meaſure of working, that we 
properly call a Law. Hence the being of God is a kinde' of 
Law to his workings becauſe that perfedion which God #, 
giveth perfefion to that he doth. So that being nothing bur 
what is goed, he can work nothing that is otherwiſe. Ir is 
therefore an errour (faith that Man of judgement) to think there 
is no Reaſon for the works of God, beſides his abſolute will, 
(although no reaſon is known to us) for the Apoſtle tels us, 
he worketh all things (not ſimply and meerly according to his 

Eph, 1,1, wil, but) x7 TW Berlw Ts Suniuel& wn, according to the 
Counſel of bis will : and becauſe he doth voluntarily tet him- 
ſelf a Law whereby to work, it followes that > the Law is 
no abatement to his freedome. If he is pleas'd to ſet him- 
ſelf a Law or Rule, not to reprobate any but upon preſcience 
of ſin, (becauſe that is moſt conformable to the nature of 
his goodneſſe) can this be any prejudice to the perfeZion of 
his being? Is his nature the lefſe ab{olute, becauſe it pleaſes 
him that his wil! be conditional! in ſome things, as it is abſo- 
lute in ethers? Does he loſe any prerogative, by being unable 
to be the Author of ſia ? Or is naqt that rather a very great 
Argumynt of his Power ? ſuch an ability as that being meer 

Infirmity. 
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Infirmity. We are God's Creatures, but ſin is ours. Ged ſaw Gen; 1. 31, 
every thing that he had made, and behold it was very good. We 
ſee the things that are made by the Fiat of our will, and 
behold they are very evil. This Creative power of ours we 
juſtly reckon as the ſequel of humane weakneſſe, and ſhall we 
heedleſly affirm it to be a Jewel in the glorious diadem of 
God's Almightineſſe ? The Apoſtle indeed hath rold us, that , .. 
God worketh all things, (Eph. 1. 11. ) but ficſt he ſpeaks it of id _ 
God's EleJion which he predeſtin'd in bis Sor, and the means /; CD nk 
conducing to ſuch au end, which are none but good ; not nobis ut vili- 
at all of Reprobation, the means in order to which are none mu & poſſi- 
but evill, Secondly, even * Bezq himſelf doth ſo inter. 7 conceare. 
pret that place, as not to annibilate, or ſlupefie, but rather "7 _ 
ro ſtrengthen and to reflifie our wils. God makes an i// * 
will a good one, not no will at all; (as * Beza elſewhere * pv wry 
ſpeaks, and it were heartily to be wiſhe that he had never mus, non qui- 
ſpoke otherwiſe) according to that of Auſtin, Ex nolentibus demnatwa, ſid 
facit volentes. He ſaies facit, not adigit, cogit, compellit. He . ae” _ 
makes us willing who were unwilling, but does not force us to "ney og 
be willing whilef we are unwilling ; (that is to lay, tobe ay Philip, 2, 
willing againſt our wils, or whether we will or no.) 13, 

Burt I finde that I have ſhot ſomewhat farther then I aim'd; it 
being only my deſign, and the proper bulinelle ot this place, 
to ſhew, that the words of the Apoſtle, [ he worketh all things | 
are infinitely far from being meant either of ſin,or Reprobation. * Liberum g; 
Sofar from that, that God Almighty does not permit (in, ag {i arbitrii 0 
permiſſion ſignifies connivence or conſent z but he permits it, as /** Feng 
that ſignifies | not to hinder by main force. | 11 I ſeea man ſtealing nar par" ” 
and fay nothing to him, I fo permit as to be guilty: but if I warn twtum ; nwWam 
and exhort, it I promiſe and threaten, and do all that may averr magis Imagj- 
him (befides killing him) I ſo permit as to be innocent. Jn like 19 & fimilie 
manner, all that is done by God Almighty by way of permiſ- aw = a 
fron, is his ſuffering us to live, and have that nature of the wi ns nn 
with which he made us. Whereas to deſtroy w for the prevens juſmodi farus 
tian of fin, or to make us become ſtocks ( as Beza phraſes it) or ſo/mam, Ter- 
like wood.r: Ergines,(which are moved only by wires at the meer *4!l.. adverl. 
pleaſure and diſcrecion of the Engineer) were by inevitable con- ge ge 
ſequence to * uncreate his Creature, which to do were repug- g, , — 

nant 


nant to lis immutability, as Terrwl. ſhewes, 


I3. 


Tametys Deus great oo conſervat Nt- 
turam, tamen cauſa precatt eft volun- 
tas matorm vit. Diab;li CF Mp 
mm beminum que avertitſe a Deo ad 
alias ves, contra mandata Da. Au- 
guſt, Cunfell, Artic, 9, 


Aliquos ad mi'um divind piteftate 
preoydinat:s clic, non ſolum non cre- 
«2/45, fda (tam ſi fint qui tantum 
malam red revutimt, rum omia dc* 
teſlatione in ills Anathema dicumus, 
Synod, Araulic. Can, 25, 


[163 


Fhis is all that 
I am able to apprehend, or pronounce, [ that God permits Otir 
fias in th:s ſenſe only ; and that he di/poſes and orders them to 
the beſt advantage. | 

Having proved my firſt Principle by Scripture and Reaſon, 
Prowid by An- it will be 45 
tizaily & i8, 


eaſte-to confirm it by the common ſuffrage of 
Antiquity; and to avoid the Repetition of ſo long a Ca- 


ralogue, which I ſuppoſe will be as xeed- 
leſſe, as I am ſure it will be zax/cous to a 
conſiderable Reader, 1 refer him to the Ci- 
tations which will follow my firſt inference 
Set. 18. I will conteat my felf at preſent 
to ſhut up all with that Article off the 
Auguſtan Confeſſion, (to which our 39 Ayr- 
ticles have the greatelt zegard and confor- 
mity, and which for that very reaſonts to 
me the moſt venerable of any Proteſtant 
Confeſſion except our own) That though 
God 1s the Creator and Preſerver of Nature, 


yet the only cauſe of ſin ts the will of the wicked (that 15 to ſay, 
of the Devil and ungodly men) turnin? it ſelf fron God ts other 
thiurs againſt the ( will and) commandements of Ged. And the 
04970 Synod doth pronounce an Anathema upon all that 


think otherwile. 


If any will not ſubſcribe to this Confeſſion, I will leave 
him to learn modeſty both from Arrian the Heathen, and 
from Philo the ew. 

Ex0i76! i avs ww wins, van 0 auls NN. Arrian, in Epiflers 

Err ww Te x, dvdyxlu SrowDagimayret, antCHa; mins tgimhN- 


, "® wu 4 ru - 
0:24 TW drJpanper Floy, Philo wa armoitias Ts 'ACggzu þ. 335. 


c 
: 


15. And ſure I ſhall not be fo folicitous as to' rifle my Con- 


[19] 


Cuapr. IT, 


Y firſt Demand being fully granted (as in the AMathe» The firſt 
maticks *tis uſual to bxi/d upon certain Poſtulata) it [yference. 
doth immediately follow, that [man himſelf i the ſole effi- "O meniy av= | 
cient cauſe of his eternal puniſhment | (1 fay the ſole Canſe, as T5. oy oe 
excluding God, but not the Devil; whom yet I alſo exclude ne TR | 
from the efficiexcy of the Cauſe; becauſe he can only incire, x 9 off man 
and propoſe objetts, and adde perſwaſions to lin, bur can- pas 1029:4v2ts 
not force Or cauſe .it in me without my will and conſent : 10 50p on Te- 
that the Devil being only a Temprey and Perſwader, cannot for 797 3495 TW. 
that be juſtly ſtyled an efficient. Or if he were, ſure for that | my" " 
very Reaſon God himſelf cannot be ſo : but only fan and g,,;..; we 
che Devil muſt be the Concauſes of man's Deſtruttion.) Which condemn as the 
is the ſecond thing I am to prove both by Scripture, and only cants of 
Reaſon, and the whole ſaffrage of Antiquity. ory 
cordance, but make' ufe of ſuch Scriptures as lye uppermoſt I by 
: cripture, 
in my memory, and fo are readieſt ro meet my pen. Theſe I 
finde are of two ſorts, negative on God's part, and affirma- 
tive on man's. God gives the firſt under his oath. (Ezek. Ez, 33. It. 
33. I1.) As 1 tive, ſaith 'the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your wicked waies, for-why will ye 
die, O houſe of Iſrael? In the 18. chapter of the fame Prc- 
pheſie, the Latine tranſlation is more emphatical then the 
Engliſh + for there it is not [ non cxpio_| but | nolo mortem mo- C, 19, v. 32, 
rientis | not that he doth nt mill the death of a ſinner, but 
that he wils it not ; he doth not only net defire it, but (which 
makes the proof more forcible) he deſires the contrary, even 
that he ſhould tura from his wickedneſſe and live : ( chap. 33- 
v. 14.) not willing (faith S. Peter) that any ſhould periſh, but » Pet. 3. g. 
(on the contrary) that all ſhonld come to Repentance. And fo 
(1 Tim. 2. 4.) He will have all men to be ſaped, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. Where it appears by the Con- 
text, that the Apoſtle does* not only ſpeak of all kinder of 
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particulars, but of all particulars of the kindes too : For he 
firſt of all exhorts them, that prayers, and ſupplication, and 
giving of thanks be made- for all men, ('ver{. 1.) Secondly, he 
does inſtance in one ſort of men, for Kings and all that are 
in Authority, (verl. 2.) Thirdly, he addes the Cauſe of his 
exhortation, for this is grod and acceptable in the fight of God 
onr Saviour, who will have all men to be ſaved, (verl. 3,4.) 
And. if the Spaniſh Frier faid true, that few Kings go to hell, 
(giving this Reaſon) becayſe all Kings are but few, the Apo- 
files way of arguing will be ſo much the ſtronger ; for when 
he ſpeaks of a// men in generall, he makes his inſtance in 
Kings, in all Kings without exception, thereby intimating Nero 
the worſt of Kings, under whom at that time the Apoſtle 
liv'd. And he utes another argument (verſ. 6.) becauſe Chriſt 
gave. himſelf a Ranſome for all, . This is yet more plain from 
Rom, 2.5, Rom: 2.4, 5. Deſpiſeft thou the riches of his goodneſſe, and for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the goodneſſe of 
Weteris hac 8c- God leageth thee to repentance ? but after thy hardne(ſe. and im- 
clefie ſententia penitent heart treaſureſt up unto thy ſelf mrath againſt. the day of 
fui,velle Deam yyyath ? Obſerve who they are whom - would have.to re- 
rk ro va pent ; even the hard hearted and vhe impenirent. But I have 
—_ rain {tronger proofs out of Scripture, and Jeſſe {jable to Cavil then 
genera fingulo- any of theſe, which yer I thought fic to uſe, becauſe I finde 
rum, ſed ſingu- they are the Chizf of thoſe that Yoſſires relies upon, and ex- 
' tor generum n= gounds.to my purpoſe from the Azthoriry of the Ancients. 
rell 'Y. +7 will adde to theſe but three or four Texts more, of which 
Pclap Hin, the one will ſo eftab1i/h and explain the other, as to leave 
1.6. Theſ, 2, no place of evaſion to the gainſayer. Firſt our bleſſed Sa- 
viour is call'd by the Apoſtle, the Saviewr of all men, eſpeci- 
1 Tim, 4. 10. ally of them that beleeve, (1 Tim. 4. 10.) asif the Apoſtle had 
forefeen an objection, that the word [al] might be reſtrained 
unto the houſvold of Faith, he prevents it by a diftintion of 
general and ſpecial: for if he is a ſpecial Saviour of beleevershe is 
a general Saviour of thoſe that are wnbeleevers ; not that wnbe- 
lervers can be ſaved, whileſt they are ob/tinate wnbeleevers, but 
upon Condition they will repent and beleeve : elſe why ſhould the 
Apoſtle affirm the Saviowr to be gf al, and then come off 
with ap [eſpecially] to them that beleeve ? Certainly if it is 
| every 
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every man's duty to belceve in Chriſt, Chriſt dyed for every man. 
And this very argument is not eaſily anſwered in the very 
confeſlion of Dr. Twiſſe ; who yet by and by faies cis eaſi- 
ly anſwered, and yet he leaves it without an anſwer, he on- 
ly ſcernes it and lets it paſſe. Twiſſ, in Reſpon. ad Armin. Pre- 
fat. p. 16. col. 2. « This is fecondly confirm'd from the Apo- 
itle's way of arguing (2 Cor. 5.114.) If one djed for all, then 
were all dead. This is the major Prepoſition of a hypothetical 
ſyllegiſme ; in which the thing to be proved is, that all were dead ; 
and the AMedivum to prove it is, that one died for all. Now 
every man knows -(that underſtands how to reaſon) that the 
argument of proof muſt be rather more, then leſſe known, then 
the thing i» queſtion to be proved: ſo that if it be clear, that 
all men were dead by the fall of the firſt Adams, it mult be 
clearer (as S. Paul argues) that life was offered unto all, by 
the death of the ſecond Adam; and if none were died for bur 
the Elet, thenthe Elef only were dead: for the word [all] 
mult {}gmfie as amply' in the Aſſumption, as it does inthe Se- 
quel; or elſe the Reaſoning will be fallacions and imperfedt : 
The Apoſtle thus argues, 

If one died for all, then were all dead; 

But one died for all; (that muſt be the Aſſumptics) 

T herefore all were dead. 

Whoſoever here denies the Afinor, does (before he is 
aware).condemn the Seqze/ of the Major; and ſo gives the 
Lie to the very words of the Text ; which I can look from 
none but ſome impare Helvidinus, who would conclude the 
preateſt fa/hoods from the word of Truth. This is thirdly 
confirmed from the ſaying of the Apoſtle, (Row. 11. 32.) 
that God concluded all in nibelief (the Gentiles firit, verl. 30. 
and afterwards the fewes, verſ. 31.) that he might have mercy 
pon all z from whence I inferre, that if this laſt ['a{/] belong 
to one but the Efef, then none but the Elelt were con- 
cluded in »belief. But-*tis plain that af without exceprion 
were (firſt or laſt) concluded in »nbelief, therefore the mer- 
cy was meant to af without exception. Laſtly, it is confirm'd 
trom thoſe falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers, (2 Pet. 2. 1.) 
who though privily bringing in Sn herefies, even denying 
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the Lord that bought them, and bringing upon themſelves ſwift 
deſtru&ion, yet ut ſeems they were ſuch whom the Lord had 
tought. So far is God from being the Cauſe of mans de- 
ſtruttion, by an abſolute, irreſpeflive, unconditional Decree, that 
he gave himſelf a ranſome even for them that periſh. They 
were not left out of the bargain which. was made with his 
7-ſtice, but the Apoſtle tels us they were actually bowght: 
He whoſe bloud was ſufficient for a thouſand worlds, would not 
grudge its extent. to the. major part of but oe: he was: mer- 
ciful tO all men, but the . greateſt part of men are unmerciful tO 
' *. Gratiamſalu- themſelves. He is the Savsonr of all, but yet all are not 
rarem non_ex1- (v2. becauſe-he only offers; does not: obtrade himſelf upon 
| cy] us. He * offers himſelf ro. af, but, moſt refuſe to receive 
| = bg him. He. will have no man to periſh, but repent by his 
offerri; &. Antecedent will, but by his Conſequent will he will have every 
prefio eſſe De- man periſh that. is impenitent. Which is ſufficient to have been 
——" _— faid for the gegative part of my undertaking, | That the cauſe of 
| - By op Damnation. is not on God's — in which, it any one Text be 
tic. Lamb, found of power to Convince, let no man cavil at thoſe others 
Omnibus offer- Which ſeem leſſe Convincing. If any one hath an objection, 
tur Dci miſeri- let him ſtay for an anſwer till his objection is urged. Ir might 
cordia. Nemo ſeem too ealle, to ſolve objettions of my own choice, Or confute 
illus cxpers ef, 3n argument of my own making ; and therefore I paſſe (without 
_—_ Tc notice of common ſhifts, and fubrerfuges, till I am call'd to 
” x.inpurif, Tat Drudgery). to the ſecond part of my enterpriſe, which 
Mar, is the affirmative. | 
16, | That man himſelf is the cauſe of his eternal puniſhment. | 

In the Afir- Which though ſuppoſed in the xezarive, mult yer be proved 
Ha to ſome perſons, who are prevailed upon by faſhions, and 
wodes of ſpeech ; and will deny that very thing: whea they ſee 

it in oxe colour, which they will preſently aſſent to, when they 

behold it in another. He who is very loth to fay, that God 

is the Auther of fin and damnation, will many. times fay it in 

other terms 3 -and. therefore, in other terms, it muſt be proved 

that he is not. O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me 1s 
Hoſ. 13-6. thine help, { Hoſea 13. 6.) They that privily bring in Damnable 

2.Per..2, 1, Hereſfies ſhall bring upon themſelves (wift deſtruttion. T he fooliſh- 

Prov. 19. 3» meſſe of ,an perverteth his way : and as when tuſt' conceiverh it 

| bringeth 
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bringeth forth fin, fo when fin is finiſhed it bringeth forth death, 

(7am. 1. 15.) If death is that monſter, of which finis the Dam, Jam. 1. 15. 
that brings it forth, how foul athing mult be the Sire? and 

can there be any greater b/aſphemy, then to bring God's Pro- 

vidence into the pedegree of Death ? Death (faith the Apoſtle) 

is the wages of ſin, ( Rom. 6.23.) And wages is not an abſolute Rom. 6, 23. 
but a relative word. Ir is but reaſon he ſhould be pard it, 

who hath dearly earn'd it by his work. Ir is the will of man 

that is the ſervant of ſin. Diſobedience is the work, Death eternal Verſ, 20, 

is the wages, and the Devil is the pay-maſter ; who as he ſees 

men to work to the diſhonoxr of their Creator, ſo he paies them 

their wages to the-advancement of his g/cxry. From whence 

I Conclude (with the Bock of Wiſdome) God made not death, Wifa. 1 13,14, 
neither hath he pleaſure in the deſtruttion of the living : for he 15,16, 
created all things that they might have their beins, and the 
generations of the world were healthful, and there 1s no poyſin of 
Deſtrutticn in them, nor the kingdome of death upon the earth. 

But ungodly men with their words and works call d it to them, 

and made a Covenant with it ; becauſe they are unworthy to take 

{ weidt ] pare with it. 

19. I will confirm this truth by no more then one Reaſon ; Proved ſerondly 
which, ifitis not the bef, doth ſeem to me to be the firreſt ; *y Reaſon, 

as being aptelt to evince both the connexion and neceſſity of my 

firſt inference, from my firſ® Principle. It is taken fromthe na- 

tureand w/e of Puniſhment ; whiclras ſoon as it is nam'd, doth 

preſuppoſe a Gmilt ;, for as every ſin is the * tranſgreſſion of * ' Aropue- 
ſome Law, \o every prniſhment- is the revenge of ſome ſin : upon 

which it followes, that ifa mans ſin is from himſelf, *tis from 

himſelf that he is puniſht. Andas the Law is not the Caxſe, 

but the * Occaſion only of ſin; ſo God is not the Cauſe, but the * Rom. 7, 8, 
infliter only of puniſhment : for lo ſaies the Apoſtle, Sin taking 

occaſion by the Commandement wrought in me all manner of Concu- 

piſcence : for without the Law ſin was dead. That which us goed 

not being made death, but + ſin working death by that which ts good. Ve 1 

Ged and hisLaw, are, each of them, the Canſa-ſine-qua-uen; 3” 
the Conditicn without which, 11nand puniſhment could not have 

been, ( for without Law no in, and without God no Reprobation) 

but not the Energetical efficient Canſe, of which ſin and pu-- 
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hiſhment were the zeceſſary effet#s. For if God had made a 
Hell by an abſclute parpeſe, meerly becaule he world that ſome 
ſhould /»jfer1r; and notin a previous intuition Of their tins ; 
Damnation had been a Miſery, but not a Puniſhment : asif a 
Petter makes a veſſe/ on purpole that he may break :r, (which 
yet none buta mad man can be. thought to do) or if a man 
meerly for recreation cuts up Animals alive, (which yet none 
ever did that I can hear of, except a young Spaniſh Prixce) it 
is an Infelicity and a torment, but no more a prniſhment 
then it is any thing elſe. Indeed the Common people, who do 
not underitand the g»f# propriety of words, make no diſtinction 
many times betwixt Pain, and Puniſhment z not conſidering 


* Jam 1.15, : : ; , , þ 

EvMeliz, that Puniſoment is a Relative word, of which the correlarive 1s 
'1iafes. Breach of Law; and therefore is fitly expreſt in Scripture by 
"Amvxuer, the mutual relation berwixt a Parent and a Childe : when lutt 


Ti.g At7w Gm: hath conceived it bringeth forth lin ; fin being perfected bring- 
vynowm, Apud ” Sy 

Lucianum dr, &h forth death, * (fam. 1.15.) which isas much as to fay (ac- 
* [deo prefei- cording tothe propriety of the Apoſtles words) fin a the parent, 
wCit,quia de- and death 1s the childe. Now there cannor be a Childe without a 
crets ſuo fic o= parent ; (tor they are relata ſecundnm eſe) murh lefſe can the 
dinavit. and childe be before the parent ; (tor ſunt ſimul natura, & dicun- 
har ns ks tur ad convertentiam) Upon which it followes, that paniſhment 
ow ' 129 zz Could not be ordained by God, either without ſin or before it, 
viſun eſt. Cal Or without reſpett and intuition of it, (which yer the grear 
vin.Inſtic, l, 3. * Mr. Calvin does plainly fay.) I lay it could not, becaule it 
cap.23.P-7- implies a contradittion. For though God could eatily make 
Nen percipit ſe Adam out of the earth, and the earth out of mwothing, yet 
dicere, ez gu# he could not make a ſinful Cain to be the ſor of ſinful 
vera ſun'zc0 4Jaw; before there was an Adam, much leſſe before there was 
Pp ee 4 one: becauſe | be, and mot to be at the fa 
ſunt, falſe ſine. ® ſinful one : becauſe it were to ve, and mot to be at the ſame 
Auguſt, contra time; Adam would be a Caſe, before an extity z which God 
Fauſtum, Almighty cammor do, becauſe he is Almighty. So that when 
Ou Y/reJdi- the Konranifts aſſert their Tranſubſtantiation, or the poſterity 
%es 6 ©:d5, of Marcion their Abſolate decree of all the evil in the world, 
#7". 7... (both pretending a Reverence to God's omnipotence) they do 
-O- ui as goodas lay, thoſe things which ere true may therefure be falſe, 
©;s. Origen. becauſerhey ave true ; or that God'is ſo Almighty, as to be able 
contra Celſum, mt toebe Ged : that being the Reſult of an Ability, ro make 


l. 4. two 


— WW” —_ — = wy” 


[23] 

two parts of a contradifticn true : (0 ſaid Auſtin againſt S. Fan- 164» us Puty- 
fer, and Origen againſt Cel/us.) Whenloever it is ſaid, [God fioraqueren i, 
can do all things] *tis meant ot all thinzs that become him.” So # Oi@ nivns 
Iſdore the Peluſicte. But (to return to argument in the pur- 4 — 
ſuit of which I have ſtept ſomewhat too forward) if Gods pre- ſpe mp gas - 
ordination of mans eternal miſery were in order of nature be- 4.13, 
fore his preſcience of mans ſin, as Mr. Calvin evidently affirms 
in his [Ideo * preſciverit, quia decreto ſuo preordinavit, | ſet- 
ting Preordination as the Canſe, or Reaſon, Or previous Requiſite 
to his Preſcience) either mans Reprobation mult come to paſſe « j4;;,c9 jncat, 
without ſin,or elſe he muſt ſin to bring it orderly to paſſe ; which is ut ſ non cre- 
to make God the author either of m/ry by ir ſelf without rela- 4m promite 
tionto ſin, or elſe of ſx in order to m/ery. The firit cannot —— _ 
be, becaute God hath * ſworn, he hath no pleaſure in the death —_— , _ : 

| | furan 
of a ſinner, (Exztk. 33. 14.) much leſle in his death that zever tj, Hieron, E- 
fin'd. And becauſe, if it were /o, the Scripture would not uſe piſt. 46. 
the word Wages, and the word Puniſhment,and the word Retri- 0 brats nos, 
bution, and theword Reward. Hell indeed had been a Torment, 916um cauſa 
but not a Recompence; a fatal Miſery,but not a Malt ; an Att 2*Jwar * 0 
of power, but not of vexgeance; which yer in many places is the —_— , 
ftyle that God ſpeaks in, Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, wys ! Tercul, 
7 12. 19. Nor can the /ecexd be lefſe impoſſible, it having |. de Pee ir, 
formerly been proved, that God is not the Author of ſin ; * he ©P: 4- 
hath no need of the ſinful man, whereby to bring mans Rxine *Eccleſ, 15.12, 
the more conveniently about ; and mel of them that dare fay 
it, are fainto ſay it in a D;/exiſe. Some indeed are for | 1igonem 
ligonem | but the more modeſt blaſphemers are glad to drefle ir 
in cleaner phraſe. A (ſtrange eexW52e5y in Divinity, to pur 
the 1 childe before the parent, the * wages before the work, 1'Jam. 1. 15. 
the 3 end befcre the means, the Reprobation before the fin yet » Rom. 6 23. 
fo they do who make the Decree of Reprobation moſt irreſpettive 3 \R2 m.0, 2, 
and »nconditional ; and after that, ſay, that whom God determines 
to the end, he determines to the means. TO put the horſe upon the 
Bridle, is a more rational Hypalage : for by this Divinity, eter- 
nal punrſhment is imputed to Gods Artecedent will (which is 
called the firſt) and i» to his conſequent will, (which is the /e- - 
cond.) The firſt ver rwlvar, and the other only *ryubor, pu- 
niſhment chiefly, and fin by way of Conſecution. Men are 
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Pe'erit Deus bid not to fin ex voluntate ſigni, or revelata; but are deter- 
velle voluntate min'd tO it ex wveoluntate occulta, or beneplaciti. Diſtintticns 
ſent & app/% yery good, when at firit they were invented for better uſes. 
bante, ur 019 The former by S. Chry/oſtome, from whom it was borrow'd by 
non labalur 3 | y ph > "ho hs Mild Bur I C 
interea volun- Damaſcene, and trom him by the Schookmen. Bur I fay they 
rate b-neplaciti all were us'd to very contrary purpoſes, by them, and by 
(ature potrſt theſe, who endeyour'd to repel thoſe Fathers with their own 
roads 5 ain weapons, (as the elaborate Gerard Yoſſius does very largely 
ans inf; itz: Make it appear: ) I am ſorry I muſt ſay, ( what x : _ 
ter &y efficaciter ( faith * Tertullian) when it may tend to edification) at rhe 
ſrqueturutla= Lord God merciful, and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in 
batwr, Twill. 720dneſſe and truth, who is all Bowels and no gall; who hateth 
_ _ nothing that he hath made, who in the midſt of 7 udgement re- 
 >php4,< way membreth mercy, ever forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſim and ſin, 
re. Pelug.Hift, 5 exhibired to the world by the Authors and Abettors E __ 
l. 6. Theſ. z. Conditional Keprobation, as a kinde of Platonick, Lover of fo ex- 
* Quod dicere Cellent a Creature's everlaſting miſery. Which if Mr. Calvin 
periculrſum ad hamalelf confeſſed to be a * Horrible Decree ( who yet beleev'd 
edifccationem ir) how frighrful muſt that opinion appear to me, who did 
poferendum eſt. therefore /cave it, becauſe it frighted me into my wits ? For 
-—o—*_; Wa: to fay that God is «1F@mx]»yC>, 4 layer of men from all eter- 
. -giſe nity, (whois the Lamb ſlain, that is, a Saviour, from the foun- 
horribile qvi- dation of the world, ( Rev. TV 8.) is ro affirm that of him, which 
dmfateor,in- be affirmed of the Devi/, who is called by our Saviour, A 
fictajt tamen MAfgurderer from the beginning, foh. 4. 44. Which the Devil 
Sale: ag 1 could not be; if God had abſolutely willed the Death of any, 
l. 3.c-23.5 7 without reſpect or relation to the ſnares of the Devil, it being 
impoſlible to mwrder the Dead; or to ſlay thoſe that were 
L.1. part.z. killed long before they were bory. Iknow by whom it is an- 
S 13. p. 149. fwered, | That God doth will fn, not as it is fin, bur as it isa 
_— for = ioEg rg w = = ; _ ſo we 
ton. ut wiulelt men finae out Diſiinttions tO excuſe 
Almighty, they do imply him to have offended Which I am 
ſo weary even to think, on, that T haſten, for ſome refreſoment, 
to my third proof of this Inference, from the ſuffrage of An- 
tiquity. | | 
18. BeforeInameany particular, Twill take the confidence to 


Proved thirdly ſay in general, That all the Greck and Latine Fathers be- 
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fore S. Auſtin, and even Aſtin himſelf before his comtention 

againlt Pelagi 4, (and even during that contention in ſome 

places Of his works) beſides thoſe manygFathers who bved after 

him, were «nanimouſly of this Judgement, That God aid nt 

abſolutely decree the Reprobation of any Creature, but upon pre- 

ſcience and ſuppoſition of wilful rebellicn and impenitence. I bave 

not liv'd long enough to read them all, but Ihave azpr 1ato 

the moſt : and by the help of ſuch Coleftors as I have gotten 

into my Study, (whereof Yoſſi hath good reaſon to be the 

Chief upon thzs occaſion: andT the rather ule him, becaule I 

find him ſo very punctual in every one of the quotations, 

which I have had means and opportunity tO make trial of ) I ſay, 

by the help of ſach credible Compilers, I ſhall give in a cloud of 

witneſſes (I hope) ſufficiently Axthentick, Ido as little love 

to be Voluminous as Callimachus would have me, (cus «2% &- 

Caior wie x34%r) and therefore ſhall ſet down only the /ub- 

ſtance of what the Fathers have faid, referring the Reader, by jyparu inp. 

my Citations, to the larger fields of their Diſconrſes. ad Magneſ. p. 

"Fav aoiCn mrs, dvIpumes 77 AraCiau ur rd & gumas, "ww" hn 7 ports, 

£2uT8 1vawuns ir ouOr. Arran +; 
"On dauntinw mn vo *Aſutor GO x; # 'Avipamer tw dp- mapro Chriſtie 

+18 ininoy 5 Oeds, Dnglus valg av av mhiupniova, Thu Tus ro vr 35.6 

eiay" & evi mel wuios). 1593- M 

Pluribus perenntibus, quomodo defenditur perfeta bonitas ? rertult. contra 

ex majore parte ceſſatrix, paucts aliqua, pluribus nulla, cedens Macion, l. 3, 

perditioni, partiaria exitii? Dugd ſe plures ſalvi non erunt, erit £24 edit, Tut» 

Jam non bonitas, ſed malitia perfettior. --magis autem non faci- 0s HINTS 

ens {alvos, dum pancos facit, perfeftior erit in non juvando. 

---ſue poteſtatis invenio hominem a De» conſtitutum, ---lapſumg; tip. x.c 2Þ.5 6, 

hominis non Deo, ſed libero ezus Arbitrio depntandum. (1 won» | 

der Voſſizs did not remember Terralfian, then whom there is 

not any one more directly for this purpoſe. Z»ſtin Martyr al- Clemens Alex. 


fo was ill omitted ; and ſo was S. Tgnatins.) bag Papas 
Pp. 24. cit. 


'O 33 Ole Us Sihor is Spurs fol, Bene] * of 3 (ol WARY Commit, vide 
VEE VOAVNNGDV. ——@ T7 cmpoiag maMnins, Tov xweron & Talowptor, tAde & Clem. Ram. 
Nielns bm Ae), Vuris NN eis Sonciny Smddbdocumes {. I. Srenmt- 
: * uy, cap. 4f. 
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Theo; bil, ad 'A& 23 Ois Braoiie Eingigny on yirde 3 arbpamer a} ans 
Autol. l, 3 Þ. os . I 

336.edir, Baſil, a nd p | = 3 
1555, Tonem autem aternum non illis, quibus dicitur | diſcedite & 


Origen, traff, me maledifti | paratum oftenait, ſicut _ juſtis, ſed Diabolo, 
34.n Manth, os. Angels ejus : qz14 quantum ad ſe, homines non ad perditionem 
ket creavit, ſed ad vitam aternarn & gandium. {Note that Chry- 
Athanſ: orat. ſoftome, T heophylatt, and Exthyming, interpret thote- words of 
de incarn. V'1bi Chriſt, as Origen doth.) 
Dei.T.t.p.45. Ti NN & 6 O43; Grier 7515, ap” 7 Uh ANTE 20M Areec, ; 
Macarias Ho- *O 3 O©t:ls, ira tity, 7% $075 may ye, mums ige), mana 
_ _ _—_ emer. Et al.bi, Surts RAY ney XIE) bs" nude. wateghuuPl, 
iveal.39).f3. .. mn en.. Mi. 
TmTs 6matlarms oe minleuws ax dun, 
Baſil. Homil.in Tuuweia, x7! T9 Jixgucy telus 77 Ott * Coll f md StAjuan 
Pal.29.0. bo. 2.7. Ti i quair; in 3 6 264 6 Ords 73 ry minne; WATE £19 
wr? Þ Cons. 
Grands Lend Idea wenit Dominius feſus ut ſalvum faceret qued perierat. 
pellat-David. Venit ergo tt peccatum munar folleret, ut vulnera neſtra curaret. 
C. 11, Sed-quia nm onnes medicinam expetunt, ſed pleriq; Refagitat, 
—ideo wolentes curat, non adſtringit invitos. 
wqbry” Nen injuſte judicat, quia omnes vault ſalucs fiert, manente 
neg wR juſtitia. ---Dezt5 uttg; vult omnes ſalvas fiert. Car non imple- 
us veluntas ? Sed in omni lecutione, ſenſu eſt, conditio la- 
ad 1 Tim 11, tet. Vult omnes ſalves fieri, ſed 11 accedant ad eum : nn 
enim fic wult, ut molentes ſalventur, ſed wwlt illos ſalvari, 
ie ipft welint : nam legem omnibus dedit, nullum excepit a 
ſalute. 
*-Chryſoſt, in * MyuZ 7% O©ts, & mums; Yn mIluu, Hxorvs op dmivror Io 
1 7im C. 2. P. Jy 408. *Bs aiyras dures nance owflia, Sih8 15 0%, "Ex Ne Fre, 
=_ od Epheſ. Wys, — TwmXs ww bwdhxia, 70 $i\Mudu br 79 ey iukor * "6 
c.1.Flem. 1.p. 5&g &%; 4M TAs corey. FhAnua apany, 7 ſN TAI HnudeTuX - 
logo: my Hianua Sdn, 39 voules raxis MANA, 8 3dp of dvdyrn 
dvris x0AdCet, nd FAnuUd. —tiviris * 7% args Sianua, Ts ogo- 
Sly Shanua, nh wil mfvpure; SANua, —=71 106 rehw 57 QHAH ; dn 
wir d1alinilG@. BH yer ades djalims bÞ. 


, A1;- 


Amb of l. 2. de 


L279) 


Altſeratur humano generi Deus, & nin vault perive quod! fectt. Hierenym 't Þt. 
Vult Deus quectnq; ſunt plena rations  confitis. Valt ſal> 4dunſ.P I) 

vari umnes & in agnitionem veritatis venire. Sed quia nuilts mo _ F, : 

abſq; propria welentate ſervatur, (liberi enim arbitris ſumns ) Eph. c. 1. 

walt nos bonum velle, ut cum Voluerimus, velit in nebis C& 1pſe 

ſuum implere conſultum:. 

Conſtat Deum cmnia bona welle, ſed hamiacs ſus wit prect- pPrimeſius in 
pitanter in malum. 1 Tim. 2. 

X:4 of era, &5 3 ©:d5 arr yrs Sik mire; odd, 5 F Damaſcenns L. 
Pamning Wi Toytiy, "Ou yd En 3 nond au imlanw Huds, "whe 2.001h. fide C. 
els 73 wenogir f azalinld wins as djabls, *Apapravomy os 3- 37" 

Av K03aZeR ws Inga. Ne) wv wo gpany oepny3s des Sianue, 

x) evtxia i wins by. To os Si/rrenn imulooy Shanyun, of 22>22061- 

os 65 nutTHeas aimiUy. ——djal3y JS 5 Sign wn & yp SHAW 1dem contre 
xeiver, a" & x7! aeny eur Sinnue, we x7 Ember, —», 79 Minicheor þ, : 
us peony tulle FiAknua Ts Oe, Þ ajalimilis Ras 73 Ns Emuocn, 7 31 _ Bas 
Syguactivns are. pl. 1570, 

' Ez Vines 6 Ot9s [ ay; 6 £m vaony dhnfela; i f6v] 11 wh ve?) 3 Fr T- 
Ziarz s wt), in infivcr & Yeaunr, *Oudir yg aeis ariyulw 1 Tin, 2, 
71/4 © Otte. 

Das ſunt voluntates in Deo. Una miſericordir, que non eſt co= 4,Gimy, in 
gens, nec aliquid libero arbitrio aufert. Dua omnes humines Matth, c.6, 
wvitlt ſalvas fieri, quod tamen in libera voluntate illorum poſitum 
eſt. Eſt alia, que eſt de effettibus rerum, de qua dicitur, [ om- 
nia quecung; voluit, fecit. | huic nemo puteſt reſiſtere. De qua 
dicitur, Voluntati ejus quis reſiſtit ? (atq; hec eſt duplex, per- 
mittens, reſpeftu mali ; approbans, reſpetts bom.) Iraq; homi- 
nes reſiſtunt voluntati miſericordix, © »ox reſſtunt voluntati 
juſticiz. ( Poſtea in hunc ſenſum.) Orat ergo, fiat voluntas tua, 
ficut in calo (ubi non reſiſtitar ) fic & in terrts, ubi reſiſtitur. 

Dems ex ſe ſumit ſeminarium miſerendi. Quod judicat C& Bernardus ſerms 
condemnat nos, eum quodammodo cogimus, xt longe aliter de 5-in Natal. 
corde ipſires miſcratio, quam anivadverſio procedere videatur. ===om- Dm. 
nibus offertur, & in commun poſita eſt Dei miſericordia ; nemo ap = 
lis expers eſt, mſs quit rear. PR ney 

If after all theſe ceſtimonies, I have S. Aſtin and Proſper to 
fide with me in my aſſertion, I _ not why I may not ſeem, 
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to thoſe who think mein anerror, at leaſt to have rationally 
Gratiur in Ri- and asſcreetly erred : and though Grot; gives a reaſon why 
wee, Apolog. $. 4yſtinis the unfittelt to be a Fudee in theſe matters, yet if Pro- 
—_ Po 97» {per (who belt knew him) may beallowed for his Interpreter, I 
i am very well content that he be one of my ry; for of four 
Expoſitions which that Father made (in ſeveral parts of his 
writings) upon 1 T im. 2.4. [ God will have all men to be ſaved, | 
I finde oxe very directly jult ſuch as I would haveit; and it 1s 
even in thoſe writings which he pen'd after the Herelie of Pe- 
lagius was on foot ; which is theretore with me of very great 
n.omeat and Authority. 
To this Queltion, 
Aurutinijn lib, De bona woluntate unde ſit, ſi natura, cur now omnibus, cum ſit 
de ip ritu &# wudem Deus emnium Creator ? i dono Det, etzam hoc quare non om- 
lite's ad Ma'- y;bus, cm omnes hamines velit ſalvos fieri ? 
CBINIER Cx 33. He thus Anſwers, 

Vlt Deus omnes homines ſalvos fieri, non (ic tamen ut eis adi- 
mat liberum arbitrium, qzo vel bene vel male utextes jultiflime 
judicentur. ,2 od quum ſit, Infideles quidem contra voluntatem 
Det faciunt, cum ejus Ewvangelio non credunt : nec ideo tamen 
eam vincunt ,verum ſcipſos fraudant magno & ſummo bono, maliſq; 
penalibus implicant, experturi in ſupplicits poteſtatem ejus,cujus 
in donts miſericordiam contempſerunt. 

idem form. 38. Jnevitabilss illa ſententia, [ diſcedite a me maledii_] 2 pii}imo 

de Sanlty,. Deo ideo multo ante predicitur, ut a nobis totts wiribus caveatur : 
ſs entm nos Deas woſter vellet punire, nom nos ante tot ſecula commone- 
ret. Invitus quedam mods vindicat, qui quomods» evadere poſſi- 
mus, multo ante demonſtrat : non enim te vult percatere, qui bs 
clamat, obſerva. | 

*Tis very true that S. Asftiz did ſometimes let fall ſuch ex- 

*-Nihil alix4 preſlions, (tranſported ſometimes in the heart of his diſpute) as 
accipxendum in rais'd ſome calumnies after his death, as if he had thought thac 
to Avguftini G1 created the greateſt part of mankinde ou purpoſe to do the will,n:t 
ſermone exiſti- the 
28, quo ad in» of G04, but of the Devil. But Proſper made it appear, in his Ar- 
trim quo. . fwers to that and the like Objections, that they who cenfur'd 
dam predefli» Auſtin's Tudgement, were ſeduced to it by his fy/e : and thar 
natos firmat. ( notwithſtanding the misfortune gf his exprefiions) Auſtia's 
tr ay" judgement and his cwye, was dearly this (and ſo * Flgentius 
Monim,l.z, Abo vx 
| doth profeſle to underſtand it. ) = Syn 
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=Syneeriſſime credendum atq; profitendum eft, Deum velle «t Proſper (fn 
emmes homines ſalvi fiant. Siquidem Apoſtolus, cujus iſta ſenten- Auguſt) ad ob- 
tia eſt, ſollicitiſſime precipit, ut Deo pro omnibus hominibus ſup- jet, Victn. Ar- 
plicetur : ex quibus quod multi pereunt, peceuntium eſt meri- # *. © [e4s- 
rum ; q#od multi ſalvantar, ſalvantis eſt dinum. -—Nemo ab eo 
ideo creatus eſt, ut periret : 9x14 alia eſt cauſa Naſcendi, alia 
Pereundi. Ut enim naſcantur howines, conditoris eſt beneficizm ; 
ut autem pereant, prevaricatorts eft meritum. -=---Inſanum omniuo 
eſt dicere, Voluntatem Dei ex Dei voluntate non fieri ; & 
Damnatorem Diaboli ejuſq; famulorum, velle ut Diabelo ſervia- 
tur. ---Nullo modo credendum homines---ex Des weduntate ceci- 
diſſe, cum pottns allevet Dominus omnes qui corraunt, & ericat 
omnes eliſos. ---Det ergo voluntas eſt ,ut in bona voluntate maneatur. 

Qui & priuſquam deſeratur, neminem deſerit. Er mwltos de- 
ſertores ſxpe convertit. ---=Dens nec que illuminavit, obcecat ; 
nec que eaificavit, deſtruit ; nec que plantavit, eveliit. Qaia Pra - 
ſciti ſunt caſuri, non ſunt prxdeſtinati. Eſſext autem pradelti- 
nati, ſi eſſent reverſuri, & in ſanRitate ac veritate manſuri : 
ac per hoc predeſtinatio Dei multis eſt Cauſa ftandi, nemint eft 
Cauſa labendi. ----H#; cum a pietate deficiunt, non ex Dei 
opere, ſed ex ſua voluntate deficiunt, Caſuri ramen & rece(- 
ſuri ab eo, qui fall; non peteſt, prxſciuntur. ---=Deniq; qui volun«- 
tatem ſpreverunt invitantem, voluntatem Det ſentient vindi- 
cantem. 

'O ArdCra& 7 apany dmmmni('a + drlanmy, Irnny 73 jaOr dt 
# Urns oesla7u; emipydonr, Theodor. Heracl. in Joh. $. 44. 

Anathema illi qui per Dei preſcientiam in mortem hominem de- , Cal Rey 
primi dixerit. Synod. Arelatentis. — —_— 
Sno prorſus decipiuntur Arbitrio, ſna voluntate labuntar, & fi i banc eſſe, 
in hac defidia perſeverent, ipſs ſe his que accepere, deſpoliant. viz. precatum 
Scriptor de vocar. Gent. |. 2. cap. 11, im homimbus. . 
Dos preſeivit Deus homines vitam in peccato terminatuvos, — 
predeftinavit ſupplicio interminabili puniendos. Fulgentius ad |, ,, hom 

Monimum. |. 1. deſt, 

* Laftly, that this is preciſely the Judgement of the Chxrch of 1dem ubiq; air 
England, I cannot better prove then by that /eſe and —_ Perrus Moli- 
on which Biſhop Overal had of it; who does profeſſedly in- _— 
rerpret the minde of her —_—_ in this particular, and ,injaniſmi, 
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vas as well able to do it as any man that ever lived. 
D. Ovrialics 1:6 generali promiſſione & precepto tuto quiſq; poteſt £11 
Theol. Cantab. J,:b;u fide ſe inclydere : & cnn certa [pe ac fiducia ad threuum 
4 ay wn he gratie acceaere, veref; cognoſcere, ſs nin contidat Deo promit- 
anglic. cg. C2ntl, + mangdanti oblequatur, tuam culpam eiſe, x Det : 
cap. 1, idg; per negligentiam ſuam, non gratiz divine dejectum acci- 
ere. ----Ordo divine predeſtization!s noſtre in Articilo ſeptimo 
ite videtur intentus ; Deum preſcium lapſus generis humani ad 
remedium ejuſdem filiam mittendum decreviſſe,ta eoq; falutis con- 
ditionem ſtatriſſe; tum ad eam in anims howinum producendam 
neceſlaria & ſufficientia media & axrxi/iz omnibus generatim 
ſecundirm magis & minus ordinaſſe, que magis ſpeciatim his quos 
in Chriſto eleait ex reliquo heminum genere ' pro ſuo beneplacito 
cumularet, quibus hi ad fidem, perſeverantiam C& 4ternam ſalutem 
certiſſime perducantur, & reliqui nihil habeant quod conque- 
rantur, &c, 
Cop. 2 of De morte Chriſti tam plena > ubiq; ſibi conſkans Eccleſia noſtre 
morte Chiſi. [,,rentia, pro omnibus omnino hominibus, ſive pro omnibus 
omnium hominum peccatis, 7eſum Chriſkum mcrtuum eſſe, nt 
mirandum fit ullos ex noſtris 1d in controverſiam vocare. 


Artic. 2, Pro:mnibus attualibus huminum peccatis, non tantum pro culpa 
Origins. 

AVIIc. 7. e/Eterna vita humano generi eſt propoſita. 

Artic, 31, Oblatio Chriſti ſemel fatta perfetta eſt Redemptio, propitiatio C 


ſarisfattio pro omnibus peccatis titius munai tam originalibus 
quam attualibus. 

Caltin, ad * Tris farther obſerved by that moſt moderate and learned 
H.b.9.23. man, that Mr. Calvin himſelf, however rigid he was in ſome 
places, did yet ſo /cberly contradict himſelf in orhers, that thoſe 
very texts of Scripture in which it is affirmed [ Chriſt dyed for 
Idem ad Km.g. many | he ſo interprets asto ſay, the word [ many |] is put to 
ſ1gnifie br as Heb. 9. 28. and that many are not fred is 
({aith he) for this reaſon, [quia cos impeadrr ſua incredulitas | 

becauſe they are hindred by their own incredulity. 
19. I have not tranſlated theſe Authorities, becauſe they are 
The Total ſum principall” meant for ſuch asare able to underſtand them. And 
of the Citati» if any p/ain Reader (tall deſire to have them in the Greſſe with- 
ons. out being troubled to ſuffer them over in the Rerail, he any 
c 
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be pleas'd to receiveit in theſe following words: That Ged 

did not abſolutely, irreſpeftively, unconditionally decree the ever- 

laſting miſery of any one, but in a foreſight and intuition of their 

refuſing his proffer. That he ſent his ſon to aye for all the ſins 

of the whele world, inviting and commanding all men every 

where to repent [and be forgiven | (AR. 17. 30.) but that 

meſt, like the ſlave in Exodus, are in lwve with their bondage ; and 

will be bered through the ear. T hat everlaſting fire was prepared The Fng! ſh 

eſpecially, ( not for men, but ) for the Devil and his Angels ; ner fer Read f nf": 

them by a peremptory irreſpeftive Decree, but in preſcience and re- =_ : Pr 
ſpett of their pride and Apoſtaſie. That Chriſt came to ſave that theſe laſt 
which was loſt, and to call ſinners to Repentance, and to have 7a- words are 
ther'd them as a Hen gathereth her Chickens nnder her wings, but tranſ} ited our 
they world net. T hat God gave hu law, his rule his promiſes to all, and —_ es 

s excepted none in the publiſhins of either ; but ſo as he expeited ,, ,f pri 
they ſhoxld be willing as well as he ; fer he would mt ſave any whe ſt ne his dea- 
ther they would or ns. That Gia Almithty made no man on pury- rt friend, 
poſe to torment him, but that he mioht participate of his goodneſſe. — is:he only 
ws T hat ſo many as periſh may thank themſelves ; and that ſo many Ro wad 
"* 4 live ferever,are beholding to nothing but the grace of God. That our Adveſuries 

God Decreed the fall of none, but the raiſing ap of theſe were drwy : are willing to 
* and that thoſe very men who are reprebated had been predeſtin'd >* 1135 by 1. 
* to ſalvation,sf they would have return'd and remain'd in truth and CE ETES 
* holineſſe. Gods Decrees being to many the cauſe of their riſe,brt bn » wr N l 
"* t0 none of their downfal. Laſtly, that they who have deſpis'd the Twifſ. in "Wt 
* will of God which did invite them to repentance, ſhall feel the ter- d c. Grat. 1.1, 
* rors of hs will, which is to execute vengeance rpon the chil- 3" 3: S 4. 
* dren of Diſobedierce. ee, 

20, From all this together which hath been ſaid from Srriprzre, TheReſult of all. 
from Reaſen, from the Authority of the An- "On euroi dvIgenr mor, 4 Tim 
cients (who are the fitteſt of any to interpret % &vnl auagniveny.vd) ay dow 
Scripture) I thus conclude within my ſelf. ©c+5» 6 I197 mais v. Plotin.Enn./.2, 
That God Almighty is the Author of men and F940 abues* rune ttt 
Angels ; That wicked Angels and wicked men Swat, % ms TAs i THAes 

are the Axzthors of ſin ;- and that the fin of ves rus fawn alt no giver ), Hits 

men and Angels is the Author of unexpreſli- Y9 &5 7 eve. ©n. p. 258, 

ble and exd/eſſe puniſhment. That ſinis Rebellion againſt the Ma- 

zeſty of God ; That hell was made to puniſh Rebels; and _ 

| od 
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God never gecreed any Rebellion arainſt himſelf. Upon which 
it tollowes, that as I look for the Caxſe of my el:ttien in the 
ſele merits of my Redeemer, fo for the cauſe of my Reprobation,in 
tae <liquity of my will: becauſe the Reaſon of my puniſhment 
15 to be raken from my ſz ; and the Reaſcn of my ſi is to be 
taken from my /ef; trom whence there followes (and follow 
it wll, dowhatI can) A ſecond Inference from m y firſt, Compa« 
red with my firſt Principle, Viz. 


Qua. BM 


ATT every Reprobate is preaetermin'd tO eternal puniſhment, 
not by Gods irre/pettive, but conditional Decree. God 
doth puniſh no man under the notion of a Creatxre,but under 
the notion ofa Malefattor : and becauſe he does not create a 
malefattor, but a man, he hateth nothing that he hath created, 
but inas much as it hath wi/fzlly (as it were) zxcreated his image 
init. Sothat no man is ſinful, becauſe ordain'd to condemna- 
tion; but ordain'dtO condemnation, becauſe he is ſinful. Sin is 
foreſeen, and puniſhment is foreappointed ; but becauſe that ſi is 
the cauſe of puniſhment, and that the cauſe is not after, but be- 
fire the effeft (in priority of zature, though not of time) it 
followes that the effett is not foreappainted, until the Cauſe is 
foreſeen. So that God damns no man by an abſolute decree, (that 
isto ſay) without reſpett or intuition of ſin; but the preſcience 
of the Guilt, is the mutive and inducement to the determining 
of the fudgement. And yet however my ſecond Inference 18 
depending upon my firſt by an eſſential tye, (which gives it the 
force and intrinſick form of Demonſtration) yer becauſe ſome 
Readers will aſſent much ſooner, to a plain Reaſon leſle convin- 
cing, then to a more convincing Reaſon leſle plain, (and that 
ſome are wrought upon, by an argument exactly proportion'd 
to their Capacities or Tempers, rightly level'd and adapred 
more by /uckzneſſe then deſign, whileſt another argument is 
diſpleaſing they know not why, bur that there is an odreſſe in 
the lock, and mee, which berokens ſomething of ſanity, 
an 
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and makes them ſuſpe& there is a /erpent, though they ſee nor 
the Ambuſh in which it /xrks) I will gratifie ſuch a Reader by 3 
proof of ths too; firit from Scriprure, then from Reaſon (groun- 
ded upon Scripture) and laſt of all by an addt:j9n to my tor- 
mer ſuffrages of Antiquity : in which S. Auſtin more elpecially 
ſhall ſpeak as plainly, andas ftrozgly in my behalf, as any man 
that can be brib'dto bean Advocate, Or a witne(ſe. 


med to have a /ecyet anda revealed will, we mult not prxpolte- 
roully interpret what we read of his revealed will by what we 
conjetture of his ſecret one : (tor that were to go into the dark. 
to judge of thoſe Celoxrs which are ſeen only by the /z9hr) 
but we muſt either not comjetture at that which cannot be 
known (as Gods ſecret will cannet be, but by ceaſing to be /e- 
cret) or if we needs will be fo byſie, we mult gxeſſe ar his ſe- 
cret will by what we kzow of his revealed one, that fo at leaſt 
we modeſtly and ſafely erre. Upon which it followes ; that we 
who meekly confefle we have not been of Gods Conncell, mult 
only judge of his eternal and imperveſtigable Decrees by what 
we finde in his ord concerning his Promiſes and his Threats : 
which are fitly called the Tranſcripts or Copies of his Decrecs. 
Such therefore as are his Threats, ſuch muſt needs be his De- 
crees, (becauſe the one cannot prevaricate Or evacuate the 
other) but his Threats (as well as Promiſes) are all conditional, 


therefore his decrees muſt be ſo too, Thus in his Covenant Gen, 2 19. 


with Adam (and indeed the wird Covenant doth evince what 
I am ſpeaking) he threatens Death, or decrees it, (not with 
that peremptory Reaſon, which is the redowbling of the will 
only, I will therefore becauſe I will, but) on ſuppoſition of his 
eating the forbidden fruit. Which was not therefore forbidden, 
that Adam might inthe eating, (man was not 10 exſnared 
by the gxide of his youth) but Adam ſin'din the eating, becauſe 
it had been forbidden Such immediately after was Gods lan- 


guage to Cain. | If thou do well, thou ſhall be accepted, and Chap.4. v. 7, 


zf tho doelt not well, fin l\eth at the door. | Again (laith God 


by che month of Moſes) Behold, I fert before you this Day a Deur 11, 26; 


Bl:ſſing and a Curſe. A Bleſſing, of ye obey ; and a Curſe, if ye *7* 
F wall 


That my proof from Scriprare may be the more effectual, Proved by 
I ſhall firlt deſire it may be conſider'd # that ſince God is affir- *72*'*. 


Gen.18, 21, 


Rom, 19. 9. 


Mar, 6,15. 


Sz Tim, 2, 12, 


Mar. 1, 13, 
Tir, 2. 14, 


Lus, 1, 44, 44+ 


Mat 25.41,42, 
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will not obey. That is the form of making Covexants betwixt 
Ged and manevery where throughout the Scripture : and ac- 
cording to the fulfilling or not fulfilling of the Condition, the 
Righteous Fudge of all the world proceeds to ſentence. Which 
that we may not fo much as doxbt of, He (by a merciful Ax- 
thropopathia) is pleaſed to ſpeak like one of #9. I will go down now 
and ſee, whether they have done altogether according to the cry of 
it, and if net, 1 will know. There isan expreſſion of God to 
Eli (1 Sam. 2. 30.) which ſhewes his will ſometimes is either 
not abſclute, or not immatable. I ſaid indeed that the Houſe of thy 
Father ſhould walk. before me forever. But now the Lord ſaith, 
Beit far from me. Which words do not argue any fickleneſſe 
if his /i/, but demonſtrate his Preiſe ro have been conditi- 
enall : there wasan [" If | impli'd, though not expreſſed, and ſo 
it appears by the very next words. This is alſo the ſtyle 
that is uſed in the New Teſtament. If thou ſhalt confeſſe with 
thy month the Lord feſus, and ſhalt beleeve in thine heart, &&c. 
thos ſhalt be ſaved. From whence it followes, that ;f thou ſhalt 
mt confeſſe with thy mouth, xox beleeve in thine heart, &c. 
thou ſhalt be damn'd. If we forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither 
will your Father forgive your treſpaſſes. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo 
reg ; if we deny bim,he alſo will deny as. T will catt her into a bed, 
and them that commir fornication with her, into great tribu- 
lation, except they repent (Rev. 2. 22.) If ye beleeve met that 1 am 
he, ye ſhal dye 5n your ſins, Joh. 8.24. In a word, the very 
end of Chriſts coming into the world, was to ſave us from our 
fins, (Mar. 1. 12.) to redeem ws from all iniquity. (Tit. 2. 14.) 
He came to deliver us indeed out of the hand of our enemies,b«t 
to the end that we might ſerve him in holine(ſe and righteouſneſſe all 
the daies of onr lives. (Luk. 1. 44. 45.) Now the end (we know ) 
is the prime condition, the greateſt requiſite of all: which to 
negle& without repentance, is the r7we Canſe Of condemnation : 
for ſo runs the ſentence of our Saviour (Mat. 25. 41.) Depart 
from me ye curſed inta everlaſting fire. Why? for what Rea- 
ſon? He gives the trmereaſon in the next verſe, (not becauſe 
ye were Reprobated by an abſolure Decree ; not becauſe ye were 
ordain'd to be veſſels of wrath by a meer irre/peftive and in- 
exurable will, but) becanſe Imas hungry and ye gave m—_— 

cauſe 
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becauſe I was thirſty and ye gave me nodrink, (Which yet they 

could not have given him, ifit had not been given them from 

above to give.) From which and a thouſand ſuch Texts befides, 

I do thus ſtate che matter betwixt me and my ſelf. That no 

man 1s infinitely pumiſor by an unavoidable neceſſity, bt for wot 

deing his Duty ; nor becauſe he canner, but will not do 3t. Ins- 

poſſibility 1s nut a fin, and therefore no man is puniſor for nor dc- 

#ng that, which it is impoſſible for him ro do. It was the cru- Judg, «, y 
elty of Adonibezek, to cut off mens Thumbs, and then-ro make 

it their tack, tO gather up meat under the Table. A greater 

cruelty in Pharaoh to require 4 Tale of brick,, where he gave #9 

ſtraw. Whereas the maſter we ſerve, will render to every man 4c- Rom. 2, 6, 

cording to his works. With him there is no _— of perſons. But It, 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. And therefore let us Gy, 6, 

not ſi, under pretence that all we do is by an abſolute Decree : 

(an opinion brought, amongſt othey Merchandiſe, out of Txrkse 

into Chriſtendome, and would be rooted out in the next Refor- 

mation) tor every ſuch ſinner is his own worft Satay, he ſeeks ir, x. 12, 
our death in the erronr of his way, and puls upon himſelf Deftrutti- 
en with the works of his hand. 


Ocher proofs our of Scripture, (and perhaps, to ſome, 
more convincing) will be found interweavedin my follow- 
lowing proots. 


23, Tmuſtnext confirm this truth by Reaſo ; and becauſe this Proved ſecond)y 

Reaſon will be manifold, T will make it my endeavour to be by Rcaſon. 

brief in each. Whereof the firft ſhall be taken from the »a- 

ture of puni/hment, which (as before I ſignified) does prxſup-= 

poſe a ſin ; ſindoesimply a breach of Law ; and this again does 

imply at once, 4 rational and a voluntary agent. Which ſeems 

to meto be the Reaſon, why God is not offended with the 

Cruelty of the Bear, or with the Pride of the Peacock, or with 

the Theevery of the Fox. This is the reaſon, why the Earth 

does not fix by — T hornes and T hiſtles againit its pri- Geniz.17, 18, 

mitive Inſtitution. For the ground cannot be puniſhr, and was 

nor _ for its own, but for Adam's ſake. (Gen. 3. 17.18.) 

And laſtly, -rhis is the Reaſon, why the Tower of Silve was 

not Damw'd for committing murder. Man is an Agent very 
F 2 capable 
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capable ofa Law, and ſo of fn, and ſo of puniſoment ; and if 
therefore puniſht, not becauſe he could nor, but becauſe he could 
help it, by that goodyeſſe of God which would have led hins 

Rom. 2, 4,5- to Repeatance, ifhe had not deſpis'd the riches of his googneſſe. 
Man 1s puniſht becauſe he wox/d lin, and not becauſe he could 
nt but ſin. 

24. My ſecond Reaſon is taken from the wature of a Covenant ; 
which ever implies 4 Condition : now when the firſt Covenant 
was broken, God ;jmmediarely made a ſecond ; not with a part, 
but with. a// mankinde. And this is obſervable in the Title of 
our Goſpel; [" xgav4 &radnxn ] which though we render the 
[ New Teſtament ] we might better render the [New Cove- 
ant, ] which cannot Be without Conditions. Heaven and Hell 
are ſet before us; the performance of Faith and Obedience, is 
that important condition ; without which, as the tormer will 
not be had, ſo cannot the latter be avoided. 

25. My third Reaſon is taken from the wn/imired Generality where- 
by Promiſes and Threats, Rewards and Paniſhments, Exhorta- 
tions and Dehortations, are exhibited to all. The Goſpel is com- 

Mar, 28.19, mandedto be preached to all; and it is publiſhed in writing, « \ 

Luk. 24+ 47. that all might read and beleeve ; _ Repentance, and Re- 

an 30.3'- miſſion of fins are commanded to be offered to all in general, 

are 9.5 even to them that refuſe both the word and the Preachers. 
Who when they are refus'd (and not before) are rt ſhake the 
Duſt off their feet. for a Teſtimony againſt them. Now preachings 
would be vain, and exhortations would be deceitful, if life and 
death did not depend upon ſubmitting or refuſing to be amended 
by them. 

26. My fourth Reaſon is taken from the Degrees of Damyation. 

Luk. 12.47. Some ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, and ſome with fewer ; l 


Cap. 20. v. 47, OMe ſhall havea./eſſe, and ſome a greater Comdemnation. It ſhall 
Mar. 11. 20, Þ& worſe for Chorazin then for Tyre, worſe for Bethſaida 
21, 23,24, Then for Sov, worſe for Capernaum then for Sodom, worle | 
Mat, 1a 154 for the Zewes then for the Nizevites ; which is not becauſe one a 
had a greater Neceſſity of {inning then the other, but one was 

Suilty.of the greater Contempr. Not becauſe God had abſolute- | 

ly Decreed a greater Puniſhment to the one, bur becauſe the one _ 

had megns of. inning Heſſe then the other, For our _ 

Yes 
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fayes expreſly, that if the mighty works which were done in 
Tyreand S$idon had been alſo done in Chorazin and Bethſaida, 
they would have repented in Sackeluth and Aſhes. Which was 
as much asto tell them, that it was not at all for want of 
means and mercy on Gods part, but for want of will on theirs, 
that they did not do what was commanded to be done. And 
therefore our Saviour did npbraid them, becauſe they repented 
yet, (Mat. 11. 20.) which he could not have done, had ir 
been impoſſible for them to have repented. Our bleſled Savi- 
our was too pitifxl, and of too ſweet a diſpoſurion, tO jeera poor 
Creature for being ſuchas God made him, or for being ſuch as 
he could not but be, whether by fatal, or by natural infirmity. 
We eſteem it an 5// narere to upbraid a fammerer tor nt ſpeak- 
ing plain ; nor is any man reproached for being xatzrally, bur 


wilfully blinde ; nor tor being born deaf, but for being like the Joh, 3 19. 
Aadder that ſtoppeth her ears. He that 6bindes my feet, and then Pal, 58: 4. 


invites me to come tO him, sntends mie nothing for entertain- 
went but a ſalted Sarcaſme,or bitter Feſt ; for it he were ſeriozs,he 
would ſet my feet at /iberty,that I might come in grod earneſt; and 
not ſay to me, as we ſay to a Childe that is fallen down,[ Come hi- 


ther to me and 1 will lift thee up. | And yet this Mr. Calvin is fain Calvirus in In- 
to ſay, (having been firſt of all ingaged in that opinion) T hat {6 ftitur. /. 3. cap. 
many nations of men together with their infants were involved with- *3- 5 7- 


out remedy in eternal puniſhment, by the fall of Adam, for no ima- 
_ reaſon, but that ſoit ſeemed good in the ſight of God : and 


eing pincht with that Text (Ezek. 18. 23.) Have 1 any plea- Mortem non 
ſure at all that the wicked ſhould die, and not that he ſhould re- ** Dru, in 


turn from his waies and live? he is fain to fay, That God wils 
not the Death of a ſinner ſo far forth as he wils his Repentance. 


Which experience teacheth 1s he doth ſo will, as nit to touch his cocer, ita eam 
heart that he may repent. Which is all one as to ſay, He w1ils it velie, ut cor 


ſo, as to command it ; but he does net will it fo, as tO leave it poſ- 
ſible: (that is) he wilsit in ew, but not in reality. Nor do 
I know any way pollible for Mr. Calvin to eſcape thoſe 
woly ſequels, but. by ſaying [_ that the ſinner raay repeat 
by the ſtrength and force of Nature, without the touch of his 
heart by the grace of God, ] which is to ſelrer himſelf un- 
der the. Hereſie of Pelagins. 4 Ives US A Mere ratio- 

3 nall. 


Prov, t, 26. 


29, 
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28, 


1 Joh, 2,2, 
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all accompt, why W:/dome one day will /augh at mens calams« 
ties, and mock, when their fear cometh ; 69x. wonder they hated 
knowledge and did net chooſe the fear of the Lord. 

My fifth Reaſon is taken from the nature of Death,as that does 

ſignihe Privation, and as Privation ſuppoſes a former Habit. & 
ſtone is ſaid to be net alive, becauſe it ſuffers the Negation of life; 
bur a ſtone cannot properly be faid to be dead, becauſe it doth 
not ſuffer the Privartion of /ife. So that when a man is ſaid in 
Scripture to be ſpiritually d-ad in Treſpaſſes and Sins, he is im- 
ply'd by that expreſſion to have been ſpiritually a/ive. And no 
man 1s damn'd for the Negaron, but the Privation of Grace ; be» 
cauſe the Negation of Grace would be Gods work,whereas the Pri- 
vation Of it is his own. It having formerly been ſhew'd, That 
God doth not puniſh his ows work, in man, but man is puniſht 
for his own work ; not for Guds illiberality, but for his own be- 
ing 4 prodigal; not becauſe no Talent was given him,but becauſe 
he /quarder'd it away. Sin is properly the Death of Grace j 
D-ath is a privation, a privationis of a habit. So that every ſin- 
ner had grace, tor this very Reaſon that he hath {oft it ; he was 
alive, for this very Reaſon that he is dead. He came a/;ve out 
of Gods hands, but he fals deſperately by his ow#. A man may 
be dread born, but he cannot poſlibly be dead begotten ; depri- 
ved of tife he cannot be in the very A of his conception. A 
man can no more be created a ſinner, then he can be generated a 
dead man : which infers the Condition of Gods Decree. 

My ſixth Reaſon is taken from Chriſts having bo»ght thoſe 
very men (2 Pet. 2.1.) Whoſe damnation did not ſlumber. (verſ.3.) 
T have proved already, Chriſt died for all that were dead in 
Adam, from (2 Cor. 5. 14.) and from ſeveral other Texts. 
Which he could not ke truly affirm'd to do, if any one had 
been paſt by, by an abſolxte Preterition. For that any man doth 

riſh for whom Chriſt dyed, is from his own fn, and or from 
Adams, if to free us from Adams it was that Chrift died. Which 
as it hath been already proved, ſoit may be confirmed from 
other Scriptures: as from 1 Joh. 2.2. where he is called the pro« 
piriation, not for ony ſins only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole world. 
The Apoſtle foreſees and confures the Hereſie of Chriſts dying 
only fox the Eleft, witha net only, but alſo; He died for Infidels an 


3m- 


D, x* 
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;mpenitents, asthe whole ſtream of the Fathers conclude from 


thoſe words, Deſtroy not him with thy meat for whom Chriſt died. Row. 14. 15. 
And ſhall thy weak brother periſh for whom Chriſt died ? That this 1 Cor. 8. 11, 


was the Judgement of the primitive Church, I can prove by 
an Induttion, and though I now ſpare my Reader, yet I ſhall 
trouble him hereafter if Iam Challeng'd toit. I ſhall at pre- 
ſent refer him to the 31 Article of owr Church of England. 
**[The oblation of Chriſt once made is a perfet# Redemption, 
"* propitiation, and /atisfattion for all the fins of the whole world, 
* as well Orizinal as Anal. IT had almoſt forgot a ſpecial 


Teſtimony ot S. 7chn, who cals the Aeſſias [ the true light which Job. 7. 9. 


l;ohteth every man that cometh into the World. | So that it any man 
ts inthe Dark, it is not for want of Light, but becauſe he will not 
ſee,(as S.Chryſoſtome inters) which is the very interpretation that 


S. 7:hn himſelf gives it (chap. 3. verſ.9.) This (fayes he) #& the Cap. 3. v. 19, 


Condemnation, that light 1s come into the World, and men loved 
darkneſſe rath:r then lighr, becauſe their Deeds were evil. Sure 
that which is the Reaſon of their Condemnation, was the Con- 
ditic» upon which they were determin'd to be damy'd: then 
which I know not what can be ſaid either more plainly, or more 
convincingly Of any ſubject whatſoever. 


29, My ſeventh Reaſon is taken from the conditional Decrees of 


temporal Death, and other temporal puniſhments ; which are 10 
evidently Conditional, as I cannot beleeve any Creature will de- - 


ny it. Forthe Denuntiations of Deſtr«(ti»n to Nineveh, and Jonab 3.4,10. 
of certain death to Hezekiah, do put this quite out of all /cxpl: : * Rin, 20. 5. . 


for the firſt was »ot deſtroyed, and the ſecond did mor die, at that 
determinate time when God had threatned they hox/d. Of which 
no reaſon can be given, but that Gods Purpoſes, and Decrees, 
and Threats were conditional, on ſuppoſition of their [mpeni- 
tence he threatned to deſtroy, and therefore on fight of their Re- 
pentance he promis'd to preſerve. And from hence it is na- 
tural to argue thus. Is God /o merciful to bodies ? and is he 
leſſe merciful to ſouls ? Does he decree remporal Judgements 
conditionally, becauſe he is pirifal ? and will he decree Eternal 
ones abſolutely, meerly becauſe he will ? Is he ſo wnwilling tO. itt- 
Ai the firſt death, and will he ſhew his power, his abſolute power 
m the /econd ? Did he /parethe Ninevites in this life, becauſe 

they 


I Kin, :1.2g, 


Kia, 28 21, 


* Lim, 3. 33. 


Hol, 11.8, 9. 
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they were peitents ? and will he damn them in the ext, be» 
caule they were - Heathens, by his peremptory Decree ? Is he 
milde in ſmall things, and ſevere in the greateſt ? Is there no other 
way to underitand thoſe Texts in the 9. ro the Romans, then 
by making thoſe Texts which ſound ſeverely, to claſh againſt 
thoſe that ſound compaſſicnately ? Is it not a more ſober and 
a more reaſcnable Conrſe, tO interpret hard and doubrful Texts 
by a far greater number more c/ear and eaſie, then peryerlſly 
ro interpret a clear Text by a dcxbtful one, or an eaſfte text 
by one that's difficulr ? which is to few the light by the dark- 
neſſe. Or if ſome Texts have rwo ſenſes, if ſome Texts are lia- 
ble to many mere, muſt we needs take them in the worſt ? and 
that in meer contradittion tO the univerſal Church ? It Ihad no 
other Argument againſt an abſolute Reprobation, this one were 
ſufficient to prevail with me, That that Father of mercies and 
God of all conſolation, who ſpareth when we deſerve puniſhment, 
did not determine us to puniſhment without any reſpett to our 
indeſervings. He that had mercy upon wicked Ahab meerly 
becauſe of his Atrrition, did not ab/elntely damn him before he 
had done either good or evill, before the foundations of the 
World Were laid. He doth not affiiit willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men, (Lam. 3. 33. ) much lefſe doth he damn them 
for his meer will and pleaſure. When God doth execute a ren:- 
poral puniſhment, upon ſuch as already have deſerv'd it, he 
comes to it_with re/uttation, (\wr aiw]in wp) and there- 
tore cals it his * ſtrange Work, a work he loves not to be ac- 
quainted with, a work which he doth ſometimes execute, be- 
cauſe he is [uf ; but ſtill * »»wilingly, becauſe he is compaſſic= 
ate. And he therefore /o expreſſes it, as we are wont to do 
a thing we are not «s'dto, and know nut how to ſet about, 
[ How ſhall 1give thee up, Ephraim? hiw ſhall I deliver thee, 
Iſrael ? how ſhall I make thee as Admah ? how ſhall I ſet thee as 
Zebeim ? Mine heart us turn'd within me, my Repentings are 
kindled together. Iwill wit execute the fierceneſſe of mine anger, 


Exod. 32.14, for I aj God, and not man. | Now that God doth profeſle to 


affiitt unwillingly,and many times to repent him of the evil which 
he thought to do unto hs people, is a demenſtrative argument of 
his C —_— decrees in things Temporal, and by a greater force 
of Reaſon in things Eternal. My 


v3 
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Z0. My ezghth Reaſon is taken from the /:rtle flock, which be. 


longs to God, and the numerous herd, which belongs to Be- 
kal. Which would not have been, if they had both been mea- 
ſur'd out by a moſt abſolute Decree. For when it pleay'd the 
Divine g.odxeſſe to ſuffer death upon the Crofle for all the 
ſins of the world, (the every drop of whoſe bloud had been 
ſufficiently precious to have purchaſed the Redemption of ten 
thouſand Adams, and ten thouſand worlds of his poſterity) he 
would not yeeld the major part unto his Rival Rebel, the black, 
prince of Darkyeſſe ; telerving to himſelf the far /eſſer portion ; 
and all this irre/pett+vely, meerly becauſe he would. He would 
not abſolutely determine ſuch a general Harveſt of wheat and 
T ares, as freely to yeeld the Devil the greater crop. He would 
not ſuffer his Ioftice ſo to triumph over his Mercy, who loves 
that his Mercy ſhould rejoyce againſt fudgement. It was not for Jam. 2. 13, 
want of a new Inſtance $0 ſhew his Power, or his 7«ſtice;; for 
they were both moſt eminent in the great Myſterie of Redempricy. 
Much greater Inſtances and Arguments then an Abſolute Decree ; 
as I could evidently ſhew, if I were but ſure of my Readers pa- 
DIeONce. 

My ninth Reaſon is taken from the Reprobation of Angels, 
which was not irreſpective, but in regard to their Apoſtaſie, 
as is and muſt be confeſſed by all who place the objet of Re- 
probation in maſſa corrupea. For the overthrowing of which 
tenent (inall the Sublapſarians) Dr- Twiſſe himſelf does thus 
argue. $i; Dems non potwit Angelos reprobare, niſs ut contumaces, 
ergo nec homines niſs ut 4n contumacia perſeverantes. De Pra- 
deſt. Drgreſ. 4. $ 4.c. 2. 

My tenth Reaſon is taken from the Abſurdities which have, 
and ſtill muſt follow, if Gods eternall decree of mans mz/ery is 
not conditional but abſolute. And thoſe abſurdities are diſcer- 
nible, by this following Dilemma. 

Let Dives be ſuppoy'd to be the man that is Damn'd. It is 
either becauſe he fs, or meerly becauſe God will have it fo. If 
for the firſt Reaſon, [ becauſe he ſins] then ſin is the Cauſe of his 
Damnation, and conſequently beforest. From whence it fol- 
lowes, that Dives is not Damn'd -_ becauſe God will have 
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i/o ; bet that God will have 5t ſo, becauſe he fur. (Which 
plainly ſhewes the Conditional Decree.) Bur ific be ſaid that ir 
1s for the [ſecond Reaſon, meerly becauſe God will have it ſo] then 
that abſolute Decree tO have it ſo, doth either xecc/irate him to 
fin damnably, Or it does not. Firſt, if it does, then how can Dives 
be guilty of that thing, of which Gods abſolute Decree is the 
peremptory Cayſe ? Or how can that be gu5/r, which is neceſſity ? 
(Dives could as little have cheriſht Lazar, as the Tower of 
S$+:loe could have ſpared the Galileans, it his will had been no 
more free, then that Tcwer hada will.) And ſeccndly if it does 
or neceſlitate him to ſin damnably, then Dives who is Damn'd 
might pollibly have not been damn'd. From whence it follows, 
That Dives is not Damn'd abſolately, but in regard to his ſins. 
(Which had they not been hs choice, they had not been hz, bur 
his that did chooſe them. Andit is a Contradittion to lay, a man 
chooſes any thing without a free will, or by an abſolute neceſſity, 
which is, whether he will or no.) Beſides ; if God did abſolntely 
decree the exd, which is Damnation, and conſequently the means, 
which is final impenitence ;_ theſe Abſurdities would follow. 
Firſt, it would be a Reprobates duty to be damn'd. And to en- 
devour bis ſalvatics would be a fin. Becauſe *twere ſtriving 
againſt the ſtream of Gods abſolute will. Ifall men are to cheeſe, 
and withall :o execnte the will of God, and that it is Gods: will 
the greateſt part ſhall be damr'd ; it will then be a duty inthe 
greateſt part of men, to go induſtriouſly ts Hell. And to do good 
will be a vice, becauſe it tends Heaven-wards, and fo to the 
Croſling of an abſolute irreverſible Decree. Which ſince I have 
conſidered, I have lefſe wondred then I was wont, at the con- 
cluſion of Carpecrates, that rhe very worſt of Atticns are out of 
daty to be performed. And that the ſoul ſhall be puniſht with its 
impriſonment in the body, wnnill ſhe hath fill' d up the number of 
her iniquities ; according to that Text Mar. 5. 29. Which we 
call 1njquities, but they Dxties. And ſo indeed they would be, 
if every thing in the world ( the means as well as the exd) were 
«bſolutely ordain'd, and by conſequence effetted by God (bleſſed 
forever) who can ordain nothing but good. And ſuch f and 
Hell quit be [exceeding good] if they could poſſibly be — 4 

Y 
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by as abſolute a derver, as the Heavens and the earth, the wa- 

cer, and the air, of which God ſaid, they are very good. 

Secondly, Gods Revealed wilt-being that alt ſbould repent, and 

his Secret wil being that very few ſhall; it followes thence, 

T hat it ts his will that his will ſhould wot be done. And that 

God hath oxe will which is the ſame with the Devils ; and thar 

when a Reprobate ſaiesin the Pater xofter [thy will be done] he 

vehemently prayes fot his own Damnation. Which things, as 

they were falſly objected in France againſt S. Aſtin, ſo Pro- 
pers way to excuſe him, was to make proteſtations againſt any 

uch Tenent, as unconditional Reprobation. He ſayes the very  Inrpriſſing 
things in his _ vindication, which I have ſaid in my blaſpbemie. 
own. Andcals the ſequels of that opinion which he diſowns; ? rodrg/oſa men- 
moſt [otti/h 9, mx nay and not otily prodigious, but Dewils/+h —_ 
lies. But he denies not that ſuch 111 pt vs ne will follow , un indicutns 
upon the bold aſſertion of 5rreſpetive reprobation, which he Leguncur a- 
does therefore very diſtin#ly and very earneſtly diſclaim. And pud. Profp. in 
he doth ſo much ſpeak the very winde of S. Auſtin, that he + ilar, _ 
ſeems ſometimes to ſpeak out of his mewth too-; it being hard ca "y;m 
to ſay, whether the Anſwers to the Objeftions of Vinceutine da © 
truly belong to the Maſter or to the Scholar, they being in- 
ſerted in beth their Works. And that which is called Proſpers 
by YVeſſixs, is aſcribed to S. Auſti» by Ladovicw Lucius. It I 
have made any unfriendly or injuries inference, I will inſtantly 
retrait it upon the leaſt coxvidtion that it is ſo. But truly the 
Reaſons which I have given, have ſerv'd to confirm me in my 
adhxrence to my ſecond Inference. Which I yet farther prove 
by the the remaining votes of Antiquity. For though iy thirds 
former Citations are all to this purpoſe, yet I will not repeat 7 7 4*riy. 


d.;. Solent veteres 
them, but adde ſome others, (perhaps more fully and 34- toe. & Sche- 


diſpurably) to the number. re mt& ig 
Nd firſt I will ſet down the Confeſſion of Mr. Cat- I _— 
vin, That the Schoolmen and Ancients are want to {4 Non ali4 va vions 
[ Gods Reprobation of the wicked, is in preſcience of thear 4#@ futuraſunt, 
wickednefſe ] but he profeſſes to beleeye (with ove more pevan,ep 
modern ) that God foreſaw all future things, by ua other _— decunn. 
means, then becauſe he decreed they ſhould k made, or done. Calvin. initit, 
G 2 Nor |.$. c23.$.6 
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Nor ought it ( ſaith he) to ſeem abſurd, That God did wet 


Nee often only foreſee, bur by his will appoint the fall of Adam, and 


D:um non modo in him of hs poſterity. The Ancients, he confeſſed, were quite 
promi homins of another minde, but becauſe he addes [| dubitazter} and would 
Caſum & ® have i thought that S. Auſtin was tor his turn, I will ſer 


eo poſteror um FTE . 
nw proud: down ſome of their words, and begin with Auſtins. 


df, ſed abitris quoqz ſu2 diſpenſaſſe. Idem ibid, $ 7. 

. No manis choſen unleſſe as differing from him that is re- 
Nemo eligiy jected. Nor know I how it is ſaid f that God hath choſen us 
viſt jam diftans before the foundation of the world ] nnleſſe it be meant of 
«bilo qui reji- his preſcience of taith and good works. ---7acob was not cho- 
_— O_— ſen that he might be made good, but having been ſeen to be 
nr obs ft made good was capable of being choſen. 
Dex ante n:undi Conflitutionem)] non video quomodo fit diftum, nift de preſcientis Fidei ep 
operum pietatis, Gy mox— Jacobus non eleftus eſt ut fieret bonus, ſed bonus fottus eligt potuit. 
Avguſtia, ad, Simplicianum L. 1, quzſt, 2, 

If S. Auſtin was. ſo diſtintly for Conditional Eleftion (and in 
thoſe very works too, which he afterwards writ as very ſuffi- 
cient- to confute Pelagixs) he was infinitely rather for Conditi- 
onal Reprobation. As any man knows that knows any thing of 
him ; and may be ſeen in the ſame book to Simplician. 

Nitwit ergo E» Eſau would not, and did not run. For if he had, he had at- 
ſau, & non a= rained by the help of God ; unleſſe he wontd be made a Repro- 


_ % bate by a contempt of his vocation. 


cacurriſſet,Dei adjutorio perveniſſet, wiſe vocatione contempid reprobus fierer, 19. in lib. ad Simpl, 


It ſeems- unjuſt that without the merits of good or evit 


—_— o _ works, God ſhould love one, and hate another. 
: d Down ? abfir, Iniquum enim videtur, ut ſine ulls bonorum malor #mve operum meritis, unum 
Dexs eligat, 0diaty; alternm. Id. in Enchirid. cap. 98. 


New neceſſitas* Wicked men had no neceſſity of periſhing from their not 
gem percundli heing eleted ; but they were therefore not eleRted, becauſe 
babuerunt, 994 they were foreſeen to be wicked through their own wilful pre- 
pradefiman non 7 

edeffinati non ſunt, quia tales futuri ex vlamaria prevatication praſciti ſunt, Proſper, ad 
Galorum ap. 3, edit, Bai, 163% _ 


l God. 


_ 
L 
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God foreſaw that they would fall by their own proper will, 1tos raiturcs 
and for that very reaſon did not ſeparate them by eleRion /'97''4 ipſorum 
fom'the ſons of perdition. þ mg p-'i 


a filis Perditonis nulla pradeſiinatione diſcrevit, 1d. idcm, ad, cap. 7. 


God is the creator of all men, but no man was created to ———_—__ 
the end that he may periſh, Sdn 
| Deus Creator eft, ſed remo ab eo deo ereatus eft ut perear. Idem, ad objc. V.nc. 3. 


34+ TIhave given the more Teſt;monies out of Proſper, becauſe he is 
6 known to have been the Scholar and vindicator of S. Auſtin. And 
to produce their ſuffrages is to imply all the reſt. They he- 
ving been the only Ancients whom their contentions againit 
Pelagianiſm made to ſpeak ſometimes to the great diſadvan- 
tage of their own opinton : as they do nor ſtick to confeſle 
e themſelves. And we ought in all reaſon to take thar for + 
their ?adgement, which we finde delivered by themſelves by ( 
way of Apologie and vindication. But though I need not, I | 

will adde ſome others. 
He therefore brought the means of Recovery to all, that Idro emnibus | 
whoſoever periſht might impure it to himſelf who would 97's ſenitatis || 
not be cur'd, when he had a Remedy whereby he might. —_— ll 
mertis ſua canſas fibi aſcribat, qui curari noluit, cam remedium haberet quo poſit wg 
dere, Ambrof, 1. 2. de Cain & Abel cap. 13. | 


| Even they that ſhall be wicked have power given them ,,, ,. a 


of Converſion and Repentance. » ms Ab 
datuy poreftas cenverſionis Cy penitentie, Hieron. 1. 3. adverſus Pelagianos, 


God's love and hatred ariſes from his przſcience of things ,., So ads. | 


eo come, .or from the quality of mens works. | a — 
preſcientid naſcitur futnromm, vel ex operibas, 1dem, ad Malach. x, 


If the day is equally born for all, how much rather is Je- 5; dies equati- 

| ſus Chriſt > --Whenevery man 1s call'd to a participation of rey naſcizur om- 
q the gift, what is the reaſon, that what God hath equally ms, quanto _ | 
i diſtribured ſhould by humane interpretation be any way —— 
d V leſſen'd ? h ad pt. 


wvocentui, quid et ut quod & Deo aqualiter diftrituitur, humand interpretations minud« 
, tr ? Cyprian, Epiſt. 76, 
G-3 The 
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® Parct omnibus * The fountain of life lies open to all. Nor is any man for- 
fon vite, neq; bid or hindred from the right of Drinking. 
ab ju'e potand; Let D-.. Twiſſe himſelf be heard to ſpeak in this macreer, L 
— + ag 6 Te and that againit Psſcartor (both Antiarminians) Damnatio eff p 
Kang EE Attus 7 udicis,C5 procedere debet ſecundum juſtitiam vindicativam: | 
Advcrſus Nar®at ne veſtioium quidem 7uſtitie apparet in Damnaticne Reprobo- | 
lib. 2, rum. (He ſpeaks of ablolute irreſpe&tive Reprobation which ! 
Piſcatcr ſet up) Nam juſtitia neminem damnat wifi merentems. 
At efſe reprobum, nequaquam ſignificat mereri Damuationem. Sela 
Damnatio peccatorts ſplendere facit Dei fuſtitiam. Twiſlus in 
vind. Gr. de Przd. 1. 1. Digr. 1.5. 4. p. 57. . 
35- Timeand paper would tail me, and ſufficient Patience would 
fail my Reader, if I ſhould make repetition of all I finde to 
my purpoſe. For whatſoever hath been ſpoken by the Fa- 
thers, ot «niverſal Redemption, doth Diametrically oppoſe the , , . 
trreſpettive Reprobation. And to reckon up their verdits in ( 
4 


that behalf, were to ingage my /z/f and my Reader in a new 
Ocean of employment. Thope the account that I have given of 
my belief in this matter is a ſufficient Apologize for my belief, 
and may at leaſt excyſe, though not commend me, Rather "a 
then offend any man who takes me pox T ruſt to be wnſound | 
in my principles, I have made this exc#ſe for being orthodox. | 
And do humbly deſire to. be forgiven if I till adhare to that 
Dettrine, which by Scriptare, and Rea/on, and the Authority | 
of my teachers, 1 am verily perſwaded is the tr«eſt and the molt 


fafe : (to wit,) 


| The ſumof all 1. That man himſelf is the Cauſe of his fx. o 
that hath been 2. That ſi» is properly the Caxſe of its puniſhment. | 


| Jatds | And by conſequence, 

| 3. That mas is the procurer of his own Miſery. 
And by conſequence, 

4. That Reprobation is a Conditional thing, 


Not decreed by God Almighty to fhew his ab/olute power, 
but to-ſhew his power in the exerciſe of his 7«ſtice. Not De- 
termin'd befcre, but becauſe of his preſcience. Nor without 
regard or reſpett, but in Relation to fin, in fereſight, and hatred, 
and requieal of it, as of an jury; on which Damnation is 
pre- 


<Lþ 
[47 ] 
preordain'd, by way of Recompence and Revenge. And there- 
fore the laſt dayis call'd a day of 7«dgement, as well as of pey- 2 Pet. 3. 7. 
dition. And the Judge himſelf is called the Lord God of Re- J**- 51 56. 
compence. And when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed in » The. 1.8. 
flaming fire, it ſhall be to take vengeance on them that know 
nor God, and that obey not the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now that which is che motive to the raking of vengeance, was 
alſo. the motivero the making of the Decree. He os therefore 
takes vengeance, becarſe they obey mit the Geſpel of Chriſt, did 
for the very ſame Reaſen, Decree to take it. Whi h to me is 
Demonſtration that the Decree is Conditional. Omyp iSlter AeiZou, 
6, T have nothing now of Dxty that lies upon me to be done, An obvious 
but that I deſcend to the ſecond ground of my Belief. But: for _— 
the love of Charity and Reconcilement, I will endevour to take "neg wy 
a Courſe of making ſome Con poſition with my Diſſenters. 
they will but come up to my moſt Reaſonable Demands, we 
will not ſtrive about words and phraſes ; 1o ſmall a thing ſhall 
never part us. I will ſwallow the word [" Neceyſity,] ſo 1 may Winn ſunt 


take it down with a grain of ſalt. I will fay with Mr. #hita- rr | 


ker (in his 4. Article at Lambeth) T hat they who are not prede-",;, proper pics || 


flin'd to ſalvation ſhall be neceſſarily Damn'd (but) for their ſins. cara condems- 


(as he himſelf ſpeaks.) I allow my ſelf to be no wiſer then natwner, Arc, 


Biſhop Andrews, (the ſtrings of whoſe books I am not worthy L2mb. 4. 
tO »xtie) who interprets Neceſſaris, not by an abſolute Ne- Atq; id necel- 
cefſity, but by a Neceſſity which followes fin. They ſhall be 

damn'd for their fins ; that is, for that very Reaſon, becauſe they 2 
have fin'd, .not for that on/y Reaſon, becaxſe they are not pre- ex hyporheſi, 


deftin'd. And becauſe that Reverend, (I know not whether non Abſolu 4. | 
more trarned, or Saintlike) Man, allow'd himſelf -to be no #4 <ft,,dev quia | 


wiſer then all the Fathers and Schoolmen that went before P*<fum”, n04 
an!om ideogguia 


him, he thought 'cwas fit. to abſtain from { ſuch xwrporiar], - Prades 


ſuch new phraſes and waies of holding forth and making oxt the ſtinati, Epiſt. 
Ancient Dottrines of the Church ; and therefore in ſtead of Wint Jud. de 
{ neceffity] to ay | without dowbr. ] And for my own part, I *** Lib. 
deſire to be »o deeper, and to ſpeak wo better language, then 
all the Fathers of the Cherch (who have gone to Heaven with 
thoſt ap3mioxs, for which Iam Cen/ar d by ſome to Hell, ) I chooſe 
to lay [a Conditional, not an abſalure Neceſſity. | 

If. 


ſar19 (/ fic le- | 


' 
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37. If I may gueſle (without cenſure) at the Cas/e of other 
The probable mens mitakes, by that which once was mine owz, I ſhall aſcribe 
_ de the much ot it to the vulgar m/conception of Gods preſcience or 
3” foreſight. Which being conſtant and infallible, feems to give 
Gods preci- @ neceſſity tO All everts, which are the objects of that preſci- 
Cnce, ence. And this mult certainly be the reaſon, (Iat leatt muſt 
ſo conjetture, who can think of no better, and did my ſelf ozce 
ftumble upon this very ftoxe) why Mr. Calvin will have Gods 
preſcience to ſucceed his preordinaticn. The ground of which 
error does ſo border upon Trxth, as to leſſen the wonder why 
men of goed parts ſhould ſo frequently -:5/take it for that 
truth it ſelf, on which it 4orders. (And does unluckily verifie 
the Italian Proverb, Troppo confina la vert col vitio,) Gods 
preſcience indeed doth imply a neceſſity, which it is miſtaken to 
have effefted. And again weceſſity is not by every body 4t- 
ftingei/ht, as by the Admirable Boethizs: (to whom I owe my 
greateſt /;7hr in this particular.) for if it were, I beleeve ma- 
ny others might be converted, as I have beey. Bur before I 
mention, (much lefſe inſiſt on the Diſtinfion) I ſhall chooſe to 
lay ſomething in preparation to it. Itis briefly this. 
38. That the kyowledge of the Eternal far tranſcending all mo- 
The miſtake is z;94 and ſucceſlion of time, does abide in the ſimplicity of its 
am *0 preſent being ; beholding all paſt and future things in his imple 
* kniwledge, as juſt now done. And therefore Boerhis will have 
Bothiusde con- it call'd not Preſcience, but Science. Not Previdence, but Pro« 
| ſol. Philoſeph. widence : which doth not change the warures and proprieties of 
Ub. 5. things fatare, but conſiders them as they are, in reſpett of him- 
ſelf ; which is as they ſhall be, in reſpett of Time. For as the 
knowledge of things preſent doth import no Neceſſity on that 
which dee; ſo the fortknowledge of things future layes no 
neceſſity on that which fall be: becauſe whoſoever cither 
knowes Or ſees things, he knows and fees them as they are, and 
not as they are net. Gods knowledge doth not confound things, 
but reaches to all evexrs, not only which come to paſſe, bur 
as they come to paſſe: whether contingently, Or neceſſarily. 
As (for illuſtration) when I ſee a man walk upon the earth, 
and at the very ſame inſtant, the Sy ſhining in the Heavens, 
I ſee the, firſt as volwnrary, and the ſecond as watural. And 
chough 


- 
+ 
j 
$ 


39. There is a twofold neceſſity. Whereof one ts abſolute, and &y the rorſfide- 
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though at the inſtant that I ſee both dere, there is 4 neceſſiry 
that they be done (or elſe I could not: fee them when 1 4) 
yet there was a neceſlity of ove only, before they were done, 
(viz. the Suns ſhining in the Heavens) but none at all of the 
other, (viz. the mans walking upm the earth.) The Sun could 
not bat ſhine, as being a natwral agent ; The man might xo 
have walked, as being a voluntary one, Upon which it fol- 
lowes, 


the other on Sappoſiticn. The Abſolute is that, by which a 749 0 « 194 

thing muſt be moved when ſomething moves it. The Suppo- [_ Fa = 

fitiveis that, by.which a man ſhall be damy'd if he die Impe- —— 

mitent. The latter neceſſity (though not the fix) does mighti- oy + gz. | 

ly well conſiſt both with the /iberty of man's will, and God's y{cx una, ve- 

Conditional Decyeres. E.G. Tam now writing, and God foreſaw !uii quad neceſſe 

that I am writing, yet it does not follow that I muſt needs *ff omnes homt- 

write; for I can chooſe. What God foreſees muſt neceſſa- _ m_ 

ri/y come to paſſe, bur it muſt come to paſſe i» the ſame man- condbtendh Fo 

ner that he fureſees it. He foreſees Twill write, not of neceſ- þ aliquem an 

fity but choice ; ſo that his foreſight doth not make an abſolute tulare ſcim, 

and peremptcry Neceſſity, but infers a Neceſſity upon Sppoſiti> *" a" 2a 

on. (We muit mark, in.a Parentheſis, how great a Ace _—— 

chere is betwixt the making, and the inferring of a Neceſlity.) ppil. |, 5, * 

Whatſoever I do, there is an Abſolare Neceyſity that God ſhould 

foreſee 3 yet God foreſeeing my voluntary Attion does not 

make 1t »eceſſary, but on ſwppoſetion that it is doxe- If all things 

are preſent to God, (as indeed they are) his flrefighrt muſt 

needs be all one with our fight. As therefore when TI ſee a 

man dawnce 4s be pleaſes, it 1s neceſſary that he 4» what I /ce 

he does ; but yet my looking oy does not make it- neceſſary ;-So 

Gods foreſering that man would fi, implyed a cerrainry that 

ſo it would be, but did not make it an abſolutely neceſſary or 

involuntary thing: | For that' a thing- may be core (in re: 

tpect of its event) and yer nor neceſſary (inreſpett of its cauſe) 

's no newes at all toa conſidering perſon, who will bat duly 

diſtinguiſh Gods Omniſcience from his Omniporence, and ns 

Foreſight from his Decyee, arid infallible from neceſſary, and ſpon- 

raneors from voluntary, — which follow'>85 a Conſequence 
only, 


Kcelns, 15.14, 


[50] 
exly, from that which follow*sas a conſequent« If T may jndge 
by thoſe errors which I convince my ſelf to have been in,when I 
was contrary minded to what Iam, I ſee as many miſtakes in 
other men ariſing from the misfortune of confounding thoſe 
things which I juit now d5ftingai/er, as from any one wnhap- 
pinciſe that I can think of. And from all that I have ſpoken 
upon this laſt ſubject, it ſeems inevitably to follow, that a 
[uppoſitive Neceſſity, and noxe elſe, is very coniiſtent with a 
free and contingent Attion. Whileſt I ſee a man ſitring, it is 
neceſſary that he ſir, but upon ſ#ppoſirion that T ſee him ſfirring, His 
poſture 1s ſtill a voluntary contingent thing. For he ſate dows 
when he would, and may ariſe when he pleaſeth. (but ſtill with 
a proviſo of God's Permiſſion.) I deſire to be taught what z-, if 
this is not, exatt ſpeaking,viz. That God by his prohibsrion under 
penalty makes my Diſobedence become liable to puniſhment. And 
by his Decree tO perm3t,or not hinder me, he leaves me in the hand 
of mine own counſel, and ſo in the ſtate of peccability,that I may 
/in and periſs if I will. So that by his preſcience that 7 will fin he 
hath no manner of i»flwence or cauſality upon my ſin ; which 
infers my deſtrution to be entirely trom my ſelf. I am a little 
confident, that whoſoever ſhall but read Boethizs his fifth 
book,, and reading ſhall »nderſtand it, and underſtanding ſhall 
have the modeſty to-retratt an error, he will not reverence the 
4. Seftion of the 23. chapter Of the 3. book of Inſtitutions, becauſe 
it is Mr. Calvins, but will, /xſpeft Mr. Calwin. becauſe of that 
Seftion.. The Queſtion there 1s, [#4herher Reprebates were pre- 
deſtined to that corruption which us the cauſe of Damnation | To 
which he anſwers with-a [" Fateor | 7 confeſſe that all the ſons of 
Adam, by the expreſſe will of God, fell down into the miſery of 
that condition in which they are fetter d and imangled. And a lit- 
tle after he profeſſeth,. that \no. accompt can be given, but 
by having. recourſe to the. ſole will of God, the (cauſe of which: lies 
hidden within it- ſelf. Andthat we may not think he ſpeaketh 
only of the poſterity of. Adam, he telleth us plainly in the 
cloſe of that Se{tion, rhat no other _ can be given for the de- 
fettion of Angels, then that God did, reprobate and rejett them. 
In this place I would aske, Was the Apgels Defettion or Ape- 
Pafie theig fr, or no ? if yur, why were they reprobated and caſt 
into. 


409- Bur as Thave learnt of Boerhizes (that moſt excellent Chrs. 4nd by angbt 
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int0 chaines of darkneſſe ? and if it were, how then is God's Re- 
probation not only the chief, but the only Canſe of ſuch a ſin ? 
This is the ſad effef# of being enſlaved to an opinion, and ot be- 
ing «bam'd of that liberty which looks like being conquer'd. 
I beleeve the love of wittory hath been the cauſe of as many 
miſchiefs as have been feigned to leap forth from Pandore's 
Box. Whereas if every one that writes, would but think it a 
noble and an hozoxrable thing, to lead his own pride captive, 
co criumph over his own conceitedneſſe all opiniaſtrete, 
and to purſue the glory of a well natur'd ſubmiſſion; there 
is perhaps hardly an Azthor of any conſiderable length, 
but might think he had reaſon to write a book of Retrattations. 
And ſure it will not be immodeſty for a young man to lay, 
That many old men might have done it, wich as much reaſon as 
S. Auſtin. 


ſtian, as well as Senator ; and profound Divine, as well as Philo- | 
ſopher ; who lived a Terror to Derefe and died a Martyr for _— 
the 7Tr«th) to diſtinguiſh of Neceſſity ; ſo have learn't from y,, 
other Antients, to diſtinguiſh better of God's wil, then I was 
wont to do before the time of my Rerrattartion. Firſt, I diſtin- 
Suiſh (with S. Chry/oſtome) of a firſt and ſecond will. Gods C/oft, in E- 
firſt will is, that the ſinner ſhowld not die, but return rather from P'ft a4 Eph.c.x, 
his wickedneſſe and live. His ſecond will is, that he who refwſerh 9% *- 
to return receive the wages of iniquity. Secondly, I diſtinguiſh Damaſeen, 1 2. 
(with Damaſcene) ofan antecedent and a conſequent will, The 01'hFid.c.2y. | 
antecedent is that, by which he wils that every ſinner ſhould re- 
pent. His conſequent 1s that, by which he preordaineth the Dam- 
nation Of the impenitent. Which diſtin&tion is not made in re- 
ſpect of Gods will ſimply (in which there cannot be either 
pris Or poſterizes) butin reſpe& of the things which are the 
objett of his will. For every thing is wild by God fo far forth 
as itis 70d. Now athing conſider d abſelxrely may be good or 
evil, which in a comparative confederation may be quite contra- 
ry. E.G. Ts ſave the life of a man, is good; and to deſtroy a 
man, 15 evil, ina firſt and abſolute conſideration. But if a man 
ſecondly be compared with his having been a murderer, then to 
ſave his life, is evi/; and to deſtroy i, goed. From whence it may 
2 be 
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be ſaid of a juſt dre, that by his antecedent will he deſires 
every man ſhould /;ve; but by a conſequent will decrees the 
death of the Murderer. And even then, he doth fo diſtinguiſh 
the murderer from the man, that he wiſheth the max were xo: 
a murderer» Whom he condemns as murderer, and not as may. 
For whileſt he hath a ws// to hang the mwarderer, he hath a 
merciful wox1ding to [ave the may. He doth not hang the man, 
but only becauſe he is a mwrderer. And (fit lay =, power) 
he would deſtroy the murderer, to ſave the man. Both the one 
and the other is not-an abſolute, but a conditional will. He would 
fave the man, (with an) [| if ] he werenot a murderer. And 
deth deſtroy the' murderer (with a) becauſe he: is. a Malefattor. 
Jutt ſo, God's antecedent will is, that every man would repent 
that they may mc periſh. It 1s his conſequent. will, that every 
one may periſþ who will ot repent. Both the one and the other 
is reſpeftive and conditional. Thirdly, Idiſtinguiſh (with Pro- 
[per ) of an inviting and revenging will. The inviting will is 
that, by which a//are- bidden to the wedding Feaſt ;- his: rewey- 
Ling will is that, by which he puniſheth choſe that wil/ nor come: 
Or tourthly, Fdiſtinguiſh (with reverend Anſe/me) of the will 
of God's mercy, and of the will of his 7«ſtice. It is the will of 
bis. Mercy, that Chriſt ſhould die for the fins of al; but tis 
the wil of bis Z»ſtice, that al! ſhould periſh who come not in #9 
him, when they are called, or who only ſo come, as not to. 
continue and perſevere unto the end. 

All theſe Ds/i»#:ens come to oxe-and the [ame parpeſe, and 
being rightly underſtood, as well as dexterouſly uſed, do ſeem to 
me a Gladins Delphicus, ſufficient to cat aſunder the chiefett 
knets in this Queſtion, For the firſt will of God may be repea- 
led, whereas the ſecnus is immutable. Which is the ground of 
that Diſtin&ion betwixt the Threats and Promiſes under God's 
Oath, and thoſe other under his yyord only. Of which faith 


Concil, Tokt. 8. the Conncel of Toledo, Furare Dei eſt, a ſeipſo ordinata, nullate- 


n#us convellere. Pe nitere vero, eadem ordinata, cum voluerit, im= 
wutare. When he 1s reſoly'd to execnte his purpoſe, he is ſaid to 
ſwear ; and when it pleaſeth him to alter it, he is ſaid to repexr. 
For there are ſome Decrees of God which (being conditional) 
do nevey come to paſſe; as he thought to have done an Evil of 
puniſhment 
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puniſhment unto lirael, which yet he 4d nt. Exed. 32. 14. 
And the reaſon of this is given us from that a:/?inttion before 
mentioned. Which alſo ſerverh to reconcile many ſeeming 
repugnances in Scripture. For when it is faid, that Gd repen- 
teth (1 Sam. 16. 35) it is meant of the firſt ni; and when ir 
is ſaid he cannct repent (1 Sam. 16. 29.) it 1s meant of the ſecond, 
In reſpect of the ft, weare ſaid to grieve, tO quench, tO re- 
fiſt the Spirit of God, (1 Thef. 5. 19.) but = it is ſaid, 
who hath reſiſted his will ? (Rom. 9. 19.) itis meant of the ſe- 
cond. God's Mercy 1s abrwe and befere his 7«ſtice, and therefore 
that is his firſt will, that all ſhould be ſaved and come to the knew- 
ledge of the Truth (1 Tim. 2. 4.) but yet ſo, as that his 7»ſtice 
is not exclxded by his Mercy, and therefore that is his ſccoud 
will, that ſo many ſhould be damned as hated knowledge and. did 
not choſe the fear of the Lord. ( Prev. 1.29.) The will of his 
Mercy, that all ſhoxld live, is from nothing but his goodueſſe; 
whereas the will of his 7«ſtice, that ſome ſhould die, depends 
upon ſomething in the Creature. (So that borh parties may be 
gratified, they that are for the depeadence, and the indepen- 
dency of his il.) That the Reprobate is invited, is from the 
mercy Of God's Will ; but that he is puniſhed for net accepting, is 
from the ob/iqziry of his own. Inreſpect of the fizſt, it is the 
man that refuſeth God ( Fer. 8. 5.) Butinreſpect of the ſecond, 
itis the God that doth reprobate nan. ( Rom. 1.28.) The fre: 
Love of the Creator is the cnly motive to his firſt will ; but man's 
ingratitude and rebellion is his impellent to the ſecond. The firjt 
ſhewes hum a reader and compaſſicnate Father ; the ſecond ſpeaks 
him a righteous and an impartial 7adge. Both proclaim him a 
po and 4 provident Ged. Now can any Diſtinfticn b2 
etter choſen, can any werd that 15 equivecable be more ſafely 
underſtood, can any Opinion (of God's will, or mans) be more ra- 
tionally, or more warily, or more religiouſly entertain'd, then 
that wherein God's Mercy doth greet lis Fſtice ? and wherein 
his Love doth kiſſe his Power ? I appeal to any man living, 
whether this be an Eyre, or ifit is, whether it is nota very 
fafe one; andifit is ſo, whether it is not a very ſmall one ; and 
if ſo ſafe, that no body can ſuffer by it ; if ſo /mal, that no 
body can /ze it ; whether the Author of this Appeal. is not 
H 3 very 
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very excuſable, both for not being able to ſee his own 'Ees, 
nor to /ze his own Error with other mens. As much asin me 
lies, 1 wowld live peaceably with all mex. With thoſe eſpe- 
cially, who when 1 ſpeak, unto them thereof, make them ready to 
battle. And in order to that Peace, Idelire them to lay this 
one thing to heart. That as, if 7 were as they, I would gir 
my Opinion ; lo, if they were as 1, they would not long keep 
their own. 
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Cuavy, IV. 


Z Aving proved hitherto, that Siy is really the ca»/c of 
oy 8 that Man 1s really the cauſe of S;y, and 
therefore that Man is the grand cauſe of Puniſhment, 

(as being the cauſe of the cauſe ot his Damnation) intending 
thereby to ſecure my ſelf againſt the errors and blacker guilt 
of the Manichees, the Marcionites, the Stocks, and the Tarks, 
who do all affirm (ſome a;re#ly, ſome by neceſſary conſequence) 
That God's abſolute Will is the cauſe of fn, and man's only the 
inſtrument ; the ſecond part of my Tack i1sto be an Advccate 
| forthe pleading and aderting he Cauſe of God too; and that 
againſt the Opsxers of the other Extreme, to wit, the Pelagians 
and the Maſſilienſes; who, to be /iberal to Nature, do takes 
away from Grace ; and to ſtrengthen the Handmaid, do leſſen the 
forces of. the Miſtreſſe. And though I think the /atrer to be 
the milder Hereſie of the two, it being /eſſe dangerous to aſcribe 
too much goodneſſe to the Power of Nature, (which very power 


is undoubtedly the gift of God) then the very /raſft El to - 


the God of all Grace, (and. this — to the Judgement of 
the Syed at Orange, which pronounced an Axathema upon 
the Er Hereſie, whereas it did but civslly rejeft the /econd) yer 
ina perfelt diſlike and rejeftion of this latter Extremity, as well 
as of the former, my /econd Principle is this. | 


That a// the good which I do, I do firſt zeceive ; not from 
any thing tn my /z/f, but from the /pecial Grace and Favonr 
of Almighty God. Who freely worketh in me, both to will, 
and to do, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. 


| - 43+. ThatImay not be ſuſpeted of any /ecrer Reſervation with- 


in my ſelf, in the laying down of this Principle ; Lwill ende- 
vour tO ſpeak out, and make my Reader my Confeſſor, by re- 
vealing the very «tmoſt of what I think in this baſineſſe. . I be- 
leeve, that yo many can come to Heavez any otherwiſe then 
by Chriſt ; nor to Chriſt, unleſſe it be gives ; (that is, ur- 
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ſeſſe the Father draw him.) Firſt the Fathey loves the Sox ; next 
he Toves s iz rhe Son ; then endowes us with hts Spivir *"fo er 
dow'd he :le&ts us ; ſo eletted he predeſtines us ; fo predeſtin'd he 
will gfcrifie us; by crowning his Gifts and Graces tn us. I fay 
his Graces, becauſe they are not acquired by us, but infas'd by 
him. Nor ſo properly given, as /ext us. Lent us as Talents, 
not £0 hide, but -2x/tiply. We owe it wholly to God, not that 
he gives us his his Grace only, but that he gives us the grace 
to defire Iis Grace, as well as to uſeit tothe advancement of 
his Glory. And weare to thaxk him, as forall other mercies, 
ſo for this alſo, even that we have the Grace to thank, him. So 
faramlT from that Pelagianiſy; whereof I have wrongfully been 
accuſed, (I beſeech God not ro /ay it ro my Accuſers charge) 
that Thave never lain under any the leaſt Temptation to any 
degree of that Hereſie, No, no more, then Fulgents:6s,0r Pres 
ſper, or S. Auſtin himſelf. Ir nor only is, but ever hath been my 
ajerti:n, That as we cannot ſpiritually be nourihed unleſſe the 
Father of Merci:s doth reach out unto us the Bread of Heaven t 
andas we cannot take it when it is offered, unleſſe he give us 
the hand of Faith; fo cannot we poſlibly deſire to take it, 
unleſſe-he gives us our very appetite and hanzer. We canndt 
pant after the waters of life, unleſſe he give us our very thirſe. 
He ſtirs us «p, when we are ſleeping, that we may ſeek him ; 
and ſews himſelf, when we are /eck;ng, that we may finde him ; 
and gives us ſtrength, when we have fond him, that we may 
hold him faſt unto the end. There is no good thought ariſing in 
us, unleſſe ſuggeſted by his preventing Grace. No nor increas 
ſing, unleſſe ſtrengthned by his ſubſequent Grace. No nor con 
ſummate, unleſle perfefed by his Grace of perſeverance. If Iam 
better then any man it is God that makes me differ. Every good 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the father of. lights. 
And therefore he that will glory, let him glory in the Lord, ſay- 
ing with the Pſalmiſt, Nor ante #5 0 Lord, not unto us, but un- 


44. to thy name give the praiſe. 
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Having thus /ecur'd my ſelf from giving the zyi/l of Man a 
ſacrilegions Liberty ; T muſt withall provide; that Tbe able to 
anſwer the Objettion of the Marcionives ; which Tertallian could 
not do7, but by aſſerting the /iberty of the pill. Which Go 
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doth correft, bur not deſtroy. Grace doth frenfthen, but not Objeft. r. 
compell. Grace doth guide, but not neceſſitate. Grace makes able 5' 2*x4 bonus 
to chooſe good, but not wnable to refuſe it. Marcion objeRted OP — 
thus. If God is good, and preſcient of all the Evil which © drpellere, cur 
to come, and withal able to prevent it, why did he ſuffer man- bominem labt 
kinde to fall? why did he not hold him faſt by irreſiſtible P1ſſus oft ? 
Grace ? Tertullian anſwered, That God made man in h:s own Ref] - —_ 
Image, and that in nothing more /zvely, then in the /iberty of >> | ne 
a Will. And to that it ts to which his fall muſt be imputed. But tis invenio bo- 
( faith Marcion) Man ought to have been made of ch a minem.& (gg. 
frame, as not tobe able to fall away. Marry then (ſaith Terrul- Objett. 2. 
lian) Man had nor been a voluntary, but a neceſſary Agent. H omoita d tute 
(which is as much as to ſay, a Man ſpould nit have been a 8. why 

- poſſet cagere. 
Man.) Nor could have been a right objett of Reward and Pu- reſp,rrgo be- 
niſhment. num ſuum habee 
45+ BeforeTI venture on any rational, or Scholaſtical way of ar 7 emancipce 
gxing, I mult firit ex/ightes my ſelf out of ſome clear places of ey ans 6 
Scripture. Amonglt which there is none that ſeems more pro-,,,j,, pn 
per, then that of'S. Pay/to the Philippians. Workout your ſal- rare fuiſſer m 
vation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in vents, non v0» 
Jon, both to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure. He bids them {ates Nee bo- 
work, becauſe God workgth, which they needed not have been "! may 
bid to do, it God had works after a phyſical irre{tible manner, roeadgry! hn 
That they might not be betray'dinto a yawning reliance upon tull, adverf, 
their being /#peratted ro the working ont of their ſalvation, he Marc,l,z.c.y 6, 
bids them work it out with fear and trembling. (as our Sa 1. Proved by 
viour bids us, Strive to enter 11 at the ſtrait Gate, becauſe many Scripture. 
ſeal! ſtrive, and ſoall not enter.) which they needed not have Phil.2, 12gT 3, 
done, had their falvation been (not only certas», but withall) 
a neceſſary unavoidable thing, and ſo inconſiſtent with -chorce and 
option. But che Apoſtle rels chem (in the ext verſe) that it is 
God which worketh in them, not oxly to do, but to w;l,and to 
do ; by his preventing Grace he worketh in them to will ; by 
aſſiſting Grace he worketh in them to do: by neither ſo irre- 
ſ/tibly, but that chey muſt work it our themſelves too ; and that 
not only with expettation and hope, but with fear and trembling. 
God worketh tn us to will (faith the Apoſtle) not without, or 
againſt, but according to the nature of that very will my 

I whic 
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which he made ws. Grace doth not deffroy, but eftab5fh, and 

ſtrengthen, and perfeft Nature. Shall we fay that we doa thing 

without liberty and choice, becauſe God worketh in # to will 

and ro do? (that is) todo it by choice and option ? is the liber. 

ty /oſt, becauſe it is gwided and exabl:d to do that which is 

Libcri a bitrii good? if I can do all things through Chriſt that ftrengthens me. 

nos condidit then canl (thronoh him) both refwſe the evil, and chooſe the 

_— Good. Which would not be ehcice, if it were whether 1 woxtd i 

itiz neceſſſ= 0. And ſo it would be, wereT xnable to refift ir. (as Eſhall 

1-1e r7chinuy, ſhew by and by in the open conteſlion of D”. 7wiſſe, whoſe 

Alioqui ub1 ne- Fgyourers cannot be angry with one that ſpeaks his language.) 

crfſitas, ibi nec x 94 do all things through him that ſtrengthens me, (faith the 

damna nie Apoſtle) now to ſtrengthen, is not to neceſſitare. For then to 
ovona eft, Hie 

ron.contra Jo- ſfrengthen would be ro weaken. Becauſe to nereſitare or compel 

vigian, I, >, with an irreſiſtibility, 1s tO vanquiſh, and over-maſter ; not to. 

yalet librum giveftrength, but rather to rake ir away. Apain, our Saviour 

- arbirrium ad 1s ſaid to tread down Satan under our feet. To what end doth he 

be _— tread the Serpent down, but that we may have the freedeme to 

qued fi umiti- 1741ple on him ? and though he doth it with his own: feet, yet 


ter perendo & it is «der onrs. This liberty and freedonve of the regenerate will, 


faciendo, Au- is at Once expreſſed and exporndedin thofe words of the P/al- 
guſt. epiſt, 89. wit, 1 will run the way of thy Commandements, when thou fhalt 
Plal, 119, 32. ſet my heart at liberty. To which is agreeable that of our Sa- 
Job. 8. 3:. jour, and the trathſball make you free. It being a great abſur- 
Terrul', loco dity (inthe opinion of Tertwllian) that a man ſhould have his 


ctato, 


hap pinefſe forced on him by God Almighty. So far is God from 
priicming his Bleſſing, by fach a controliong of the will, and 
Deus. 30.15 ſuch an obrrnding of the objet?, as makes the objelt wnaveoidable, 
19, * that he doth not only offer and propoſe it to his peoples cheice, 
+46. but defires them alſo —__ IT call heaven aud earth to record 
>. Proved by this day againft you (faith God by Aoſer) that Thave ſet before 
Reaſon. you Life and Death, bleſſing and curſing. Therefore chooſe Kfe, 
yoreboley that thou and. thy feed may live. But chooſe we canmt, if 
bile, cui refiſte. God. works in vs 5rrefftibly; as I will farther prove. by 
re-nemo poteſt, Reaſon. 
ys vellet, * Fhat is properly called 3reffible,which is of fuch an over- 
T niltin pref. ;x1;ng and prevailing force, that a man cannot withſtand it, al- 
$9.9. "2 tliongh he world. CAnd thes Dr. 745fe hath well def-'d it) 


Upon 


[59 
Upon which it followes, that to chooſe irre/ſtibly, is 4 contre 
dition in Adjeito. For it is to will a thing whether one will or no. 
He that faith, God workgth in us to chooſe 3rrefiſtibly, doth fay 
in effeQ, He /o worketh 1n us, as that we canner chooſe but chooſe. 
Which is as much as to ſay, not only that we do, what we can- 
zot do, but that we therefore do it, becauſe we cannot do it. He 
that cannot chooſe but chooſe, doth chooſe becauſe he cannot 
chooſe. Which is as bad as to fay, that the thing is »eceſſary, 
becauſe iT is impoſſible. To make this plain to my plaineſt Rea- 
der, 1 will ſhew the /egality of my dedattion by theſe degrees. 
Firſt, he that is wrowght «pon by God (to believe, hey, or perſe- 
vere) irrefſtibly, cannot poſſibly do otherwiſe (then beleeve, obey, 
or perſevere.) Secondly; he that canner poſſibly do otherws/e 
then he doth, cam poſſibly chooſe but do what he doch. Third- 
ly, he that caxnot cheoſe but & what he &:th, doth clearly dv it 
whether he wal or #0. urthly, be that doth beleeve, obey, or 
perſevere, whether he will or ne, doth do it by as evident wnde- 
nable Neceſſty,as that by which a ftone tends downward. (Which 
tendency of the ſtone, though it is /pontanears, yet is it not vo 
tuntary, and as it is not by welence, (Q it is not by choice net- 
ther.) Fifthly, he that wileth to beleeve; obey, or perſevere, 
whether he will or no, doth do it by a Neceſſity, by which a 
Bone tends wpwards, when it is thrown. (Which tendency of the 
fone is (0 far from volwntary , that it is got [port aveoxs. It is 
not oaly an irrational, but an wmecarel thing.) and belides 
implies a contradiction in a voluntary Agent, which cannot take 
place in an involwntary fone. For to lay, a man willethto obey 
or beleeve, whether he will or wo, is to lay he willah it either 
withous his will, Or againſt his will, gr elle not having 4 will at 
all. Which is as bad as to fay, that he wit weeds will i# be- 
caulc he camet any way poſſible. I know not any trick _ 
nable to eſcape the odz»m of theſe Abſurdiiies, unlefle by de- 
nying the drfimition Of irreſefleble. Which were not to o/cape, 
but to commute abſurdities. And not only the avthoricy of 
Dr. Twifſe, but the very force of the word would cry it down. 


And ſo lictle is my dedyttion in-a capacity to be blamed, that 7? _——— 


Docor T wiſe faith exgeelly of irreſ/tibility, is hath no 
place is the att of willing. I though he pleadeth for a (;..c; 
2 Ne- 
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lates to the perfettion of the Knowledge of God, but the ſecond 
tothe Almightineſſe of his will. The firſt 1s properly apply- 
ed unto the object of God's forefighr, (and though 'ris . -—4 
wiſe uſed, yet 'tis by ſuch a Catechreſis, as I humbly conceive 
'to be a ſtone of tumbling.) But the ſecond more preciſely unto 
the obje&t of his Decree. The firſt 1s conſiſtent with thoſe con- 
tingent events, to which the ſecond is Diametricaly oppoſed. 
E.G. ThatI am wow writing is but contingent, becauſe I do it 
upon chiice. Yet Gods foreknewledge of this my writing from 
all Eternity did infer that this my writing would infallibly come 
to paſſe. This event is contingent, for Icanchooſe ; bur yet in- 
fallible, for God cannot erre. This contingeat therefore doth 
3nfallibly come to paſſe, not by way of a conſequent, but by 
way of conſequence. My writing being not the effet, but the 
cbjeft only of God's Omniſcience. Which is, in order, before 
the A#. God foreſees a contingent will contingently come to 
paſſe, and therefore we infer it will ;»fa{ibly come to paſle, 
becauſe he foreſees it who is infallible. So that his preſcience is 
a conſequent of the thing's coming to paſle ; and its iufaliibi/ity 
of coming to paſſe is i»ferr'd from his pre/cience only by way 
of conſequence. It is one thing ro follow as the effet# of a Cauſe, 
in order of Natxve ; and quite another, to follow as the ſequel 
of an Amntecedent, in way of Argumentatioa. The ſhort and 
plain upſhot of alt isthis. The precious veſſels of Eleftion do 
very certainly and infallibly perſevere unto the end, and that 
by reaſon of God's omniſtience which cannot be deceived ; 
but not of zeceflity and irreſitibly, by reaſon of his omniporence 
which cannot be fruſtrate nor defeated. What God foreſees 
ſhall come to paſſe hal infallibl/y come to paſſe, and that be- 
cauſe he cannot erre who is omniſcient. (On the other ſide) what 
God decrees ſhall come to paſle maſt come to paſle of xeceſſity, 
becauſe he cannot be reſiſted who is omniportent. ; 

49. Henceit is caſte to diſtinguiſh betwixt the ether two things, 
which have been ſo often, and ſo awnhappily confounded ; I mean 
ſufficient, effettual, and. irreſitible, applyed to Grace. 1 Suff- 
cient Grace is that, which poſſibly may produce that effett tor 
which it is given. 2 Efettxal 15 that, which certainly will. 
3 Irreſiſtible is that, which neceſſarily muſt. That which is 
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irreþſtible doth carry away its objeiF to what it pleaſetb, like 4 
mighty Torrent, by indiſpxtable force, malgre the greateſt op+ 
poſition that can be made, and therefore cannot take place in 
the clettions of the wif, which ceaſeth to e/eft after the na- 
ture of a wif, incaſe it be made to do any thing whether 5e will 
or #0. (as hath a'ready been ſaew'd from no leffe a corce/ſton 
then that of Doctor T w/e.) But that which is only effettual 
is quite another thing, and doth prevas/ upon the will not 
inelxttably, but infallibly. It doth fo ſtrongly and effeftually in- 
cline the will, at fuch critical opportunities, and by ſuch com- 
gruous means, as that the will doth ver certainly and «n- 
dowbtedly aſſent. But it doth not fo 5rreſiſtibly and compulſine- 
ly neceſſitate, as to take away the freedgwe and poſſibility of 
affenting, by making it do what it doth, even wherher it will 
CF 780. 

I diſcern the Truth of this diſtiniiion with greater eaſe, by 
having alwaies in my proſpe## the very great difference be- 
ewixt the generical notion of efting or takzng, and the /pecifical 
notion of willing Qr chooſing. God indeed (if it pleaſe him) 
can by his abſolute power aver his Creatwre, make him at this 
thing, or rake that thing, by ineluftable Neceſſity, and whe- 
ther be will or no. Bux then that atting is not volition, and 
that raking is not choice; r the yery word choice cannot 
be apprehended but it muſt carry along with'ic a /aund of free- 
dome. Optio mult be oprimorww, ani 10 dwornm at leak, It is 
of ro things Or more, that we chooſe the bet, whether in realty, 


Or in appearance. And this liberty of the will, by which we 
cheeſe, being acknowledged on all ſides, Zin well by Mr. Per- 
kins and Dr- Twiſſe, as by Bellarmine and Arminia, as every 


man knows that hath but read and compar'd them) that fa- 
mous <ems of a rwofo/d Nereſſity, the one of coattion, and the 
other of i»fallibility, (being built upon a manifeſt and groſſe 
miſtake both of the word Neceſſity, and the word Ifallibility,) 
ſeems to meto be ſerviceable to no other end, then to cover 
a wound, which *tis impoſtible to care. Bur admit of that dis 
ftinftion of a twofold Neceſſity, or admit a Neceſſy be rwenti- 
fold, yer ſtill it ceaſeth not to havethe nature 0 — 
If it. 1s abſolutely Neceſſary that I was go to Londen, it doth 

not 
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not ceaſe to be Neceſſity, becauſe Tam draws rather then &;- 
ven. Conttion and infallibiliry, if they do both imply an «b- 
ſolme and peremptory Neceſſity, (and ſo by conſequence an irre- 
fſtibiliry, and ſo by conſequence are oppoſed to the elective fa- 
culty of the 3///,) it is no matter how they differ in their. 
ſyllables and their ſounds. Shall I declare my 7xdgement then, 
although in weakyeſſe, yet in fcwity? how freewill is neceſſa- 
yy to the choofing of good, to which, without Grace, it is altoge- 
ther = 7, rages My judgement is, that it is »eceſſary, not as 
a Cauſe, but as a Condirion. Not as that, by wertze of which, 
wecan 4 any thing that goodis; but as that, withour which, 
we cannot cheoſeit. God's Grace alone.is the cauſe of the good, 
but man's will is as really the inſtywment of the choice. We 
can do good, as God's Engines, without a will; and ſodid Ba- 
laams Aſſe without a Reaſon Burt we cannot chos/e good, with- 
out 2 freewill, as that Afſe could not poſlibly #nderſtand 
what ſhe /pake, withwr a Raticcination. This ſeems to me to 
be as plain as the /ight. Andnow I ſpeak of the /zghr, (if my 
Reader pleaſe) by that /zght T will make it plain. We know 
the Sun is the fountain or Canſe of light. And light the only 
means by which we /ze. Bur yet the opening of the Eye-lid iv 
neceſſary condition, becauſe if I wink, I am dark at noon. And 
if my Eyelid is held open by fuch a power as I cannot reſiſt, 
my Eye1n that caſe cannot chooſe bat ſee, and therefore can- 
not chooſe to ſee. My ſight may be with delefation, but not 
properly with that whictt is call'd e/e#t;on. Thus if a man be 
never ſo mu. h a doing good, but (by reaſon of »e- 
ceſſity) cannot pollibly bt do it, it is God that chooſerh thar 
, and the man doth only ai#it. I ſay God chooſerh, by a 
catachreftical wray of yr the berrer to ſGew my 
thoughts. For though God dd chooſe to make a world, and we 
, becauſe it was in his power to have made mery wortdls, 
or noe at all; ya Tconceive it ab/ard, to fay that God did 
chooſe to be good, or that he chooſerh to ds good, (in oppofiti- 
on © evil) becauſe be 1s good, and death good by an ab/Solwre ne- 
reſſity ; he cannot choofe to be, or to do, any — And fo 
he Þver, bur doth not chovſe fr. Forif thar wer yoae 
ine, it would be as true ſpeaking toy, that God gorh _ 
. ing 
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being and dcing good whether he will or 19; or that he cannot 
chooe but chooſe. Which is ſure very childiſh untoward ſpeaking. 
Only he chooſeth to enable ns to ds it, becauſe he can chooſe, 
whether he will (o enable us, or not. When he giverh us his 
.Grace, he hath the power to withhold it ; when he continueth his 
Grace, he hath the power to withdraw it ; therefore doth he 
chooſe both to give and to continue it. The goodneſſe of his 
eſſence is not arbitrary and eleftive, but ſpontaneous and natu- 
ral. Whereas the grodneſſe of his effets in all his Creatures 
is not zaturally neceſſary in reſpe&t of him, but arbirrary and 
elettive, meerly dakon upon his choice and plea/ure. For 
he gave us Our goodneſſe when we would, and may take it away 
when he pleaſeth, To underſtand this the better, and to hold it 
the faſter in my underſtanding, . | 

I muſt carefully d:/ing«i/h betwixt ſpontanexm (chat which 
iS of its own accord) and voluntarinm, (that which is freely and 
upon choice.) The firſt is agreeable to inanimate creatures, the 
ſecond only to rational, That is properly oppos'd. to wiolence, 
but reconcilable with neceſſity, to which rh:s 15 oppos'd. E.G. A 
ſtone tends downwards by a natural, and neceſſary, and ſpontax 
neaus motion. Ir tends downwards of xeceſſity, becauſe it 
cannot but do lo. And yet ſpoxtaneonſly, becauſe it doth it 
without violence, and of its own accord. But yet that motion is 
not voluntary, nor doth the ſton? chooſe that kinde of tendency, 
becauſe it could not refſeit, as not being furniſht with the {/;- 
berty of a will. Thus when Imade my entrance out of the 
womb into the world, I did not chooſe to g0 forwards, becauſe I 
had ot the power to ſtay behinde. I didit asa ſpontaneous, not 
as a voluntary Agent. But now that I am capable either of 
virtue, or of vice, and do parſuethe one, in refuſal of the other, 
Idoit not only in a /pontaxeors, but in a voluntary manner. We 
have the perfett charatter of a voluntary Agent in that admira- 
ble mrdesry of the Son of Syrach. The Lord left man in the 
hand of his Counſel ; if thou wilt, to keep the Commandements. 
He hath ſet fire and water before thee ; ſtretch forth thy hand unto 
awhether thou wilt. Before man « life and death, and whether 
him likgth ſbal be given him. 1 dare not (like Marcion) be 
more inquiſitive, why God made man with ſuch a _ 
Oo 


ky 
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of willing or niling, then why he made the hand with thoſe 


two Muſcles,whereot the oye doth move to the raking ofa thing, 
and the other, tothe throwing of it away. 


$2, Having ſpoken all this in order to the clearing of refftibi- 4 refilt of the 


lity of the working of Grace in God's Eleft, Ithink I cannot do 
better then to apply my reaſoning to two examples (at leait as 
much of it as ſhall be needfull) whereof- one muſt be the Proro- 
plaſt before his Fall, and the other mutt be one of his poſterity 
whom we are very well aſfur'd to have been one of God's 
Eleft. Adams was made in a ſtate of Hwccence, and (God nor 
requiring any impoſſibilities, as brick, without ſtraw ) had 

race enough to have performed a moſt adequate obedience to 

od's Command. Which if he had wot reſiſted, how could he 
have fwd? and ifthat meaſure of Grace was leſſen'd before he 
fn'd, how was the taking away Of Grace any puniſhment of his 
Fall? orhowwashethen in the fare Of innocence ? If he was 
not, then was he ſinful before he in'd. God doth not rake away 
his Grace, unleſſe to pnss the abuſe of it. But Adam did not 


abuſeit before he ſin'd; and by our Saviour's Rule [To hin Mar; 25, 24, 


that hath ſhall be given| God would rather have given him 
wore, then have taken away any. Erom whence it followes, 
that chough the worksng of Grace in the hearr of Adam was fo 
ſtrong and lo perfett, as to enable himto ſtand, and that in no 
leſſe then « ſtate of Innceence, yet was it alſo 1o reſstsble, as to 
ſuffer him to fall, and that into no leſfle then a ſtate of perdi- 
tion. And alrhough he had the fayour to be rais'd again in 
ſome weaſure, yet it was not tothat Innocence from whence he 
fell. Sothat asto his firſt Covenant, and his firit pirch of pery- 
feftson, his Fall was not only roral, but fixa/too. And indeed 
I would know, why our Saviour hath told us, that from him 
that hath not ſhall be taken away even that which he hath, if itis 
not for this reaſon, becaxſe he hath laviſhs ous his talent, and 
hath reſted that power of doing well which was offer'd him. 
Sure there is no better arguing then ab att» ad potentiam. Man 
cax reſiſt, becauſe he doth. And I may wonder, as well as Gre- 
tixs, Why ſuch menare not confured by their own experience, 
who ſay that Grave inthe eleft 1 wnre/ftible, unleſſe they will 
deny themſelves to be of the wwwber of the eeft. David hath 
K Grace 
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Grace to have done bertey then he did in the d-wble matter of 
Uriah, buthe refſtedit with a witneſſe,and that for ſowre monerhs 
together. He was a veſſel of eleftimy ; how then did he refft 
the Grace of God, ſo asto fal into thoſe damnable and killing 
Fns, in which, if he had been ſnarcht away, he had periſhed 5r- 
reverſibly ? it was not without Grace, (tor he was one of the 
Eleft) nor by its concurrence, (for God was not gxilry) it was 
theretore againſt the working and means of Grace. Indeed if 
God did his «emeſt, ſuch as David could xever fin. Or if they 
could, it would argue God to be conquer'd either by man, Or 
Devil. Unleſſe we ſhould fay, that ſuch owniperent Grace doth 
come, and go, and come again, after the meaſure that God is wil- 
ling a man ſhould fi» and repent, and fi» again. And there- 
fore it is evident, that God Almighty, in lis Ele#t, doth ſhew 
the congruous efficacious Power, but not the irreſiſtibility and 
Almightineſſe of his Grace. Sure David (and Solomon) did fall 
from Grace, by reſiſting it, in both acceptions of the word 
Grace; (as it is taken for gractons living, and as it is taken for 
the favour of God) and this invincibly concluſible even from that 
very anſwer which is wont to be alleaged for irreſiſtibility. For 
they ſay that God had decreed the Repentaxce and retwrn of Da- 
vid, and that therefore he could xr die, ratil he had repented. 
Which is ſpoken by them for this reaſon, becauſe if David had 
Mt repented, he mult have periſhr. Which yer he could not have 
done, if he had continued in the ſtate of Grace. 

If againſt this itis excepted, That chough a weſſel of Ele&inn 
may fall damnably from Grace, yet he cannot finally, this is un- 
worthy for a S$ch:/ar to ſpeak, or hear; for who ever was /o 
fully, as to [ay or think,, that the preciovs veſſels of Fl-&5:x 
can fall away finally? this is not anſwerins the aroxment, but 
forſakin? the Droejticn. The Sneſtion iS, whether the Grace 
of God doth work srre{itibly in the Ele ? not, whether or no 
it brings thei: to a moit certain and infallitle degree of Flife. 
(For they that di/pute againſt rhe firſt, affi-m the ſecend,) Grace 
1s. proved to be reſiſt;zblein Gods Eleft by ſuch examples as 
David. Andtothat itis anſwer'd, he could' not /o refit as to 
fall away finally. Which is firfta 5&4ppeng from the firſt Queſti- 
en tothe ſecond, and ſecondly, it is to fay (what no man _ 
oth 
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doth gainſay) That ſuch as perſevere mnto the end can never 
fall away Faaly. A grolle identical propoſition, which doth 
not only betray the weakyeſſe of that opinion which it aſſert- 
eh, but doth effabliſs the Truth of this very cauſe which I 
am _— For it confeſleth, that Grace is reſs/tible, and on- 
ly denies that it is finally reſiſted. David was able to reſiſt it, 
but he did not reſsſ# it wwto the end. And every technical 
Grammariax can diltinguiſh the 4# which is imply'd in the 
Participle, from the Aptitude which is couched in the Agje- 
| five in bilis. But (to haſten towards the concluſion of my 


Readers ſ#fferings) there is alſo a final as well as total reſiſt- 
ing of ſucha Grace as is ſufficient tor the attainment of Glory. 
For (not to ſpeak of thoſe men who reſiſted and ſinned againſt 
all the means that could be uſed, 7/a. 5. 4. and who alwaies 
reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, Att. 7. 51. and who would nit be ga- 
thered, after never ſo many eſſays, Mat. 23. 37.) how ma» 
ny Chriſtian profeſſors are now in Hell, who when they were 
Infayts were fie and ſwitable for Heaven ? Shall not 1 ſpare Jonah 4,21. 
Nineveh, i» which are above 120000 ſouls, which cannot di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt the right hand and the left ? Jon. 4. 11. God 
ſpeaks there of Heathen Infants, toward whom his Bowels did 
, ears within him, and that upon the /mpendence of but a reme- 
{ poral deſtruttioa. But I ſpeak here of Infants born and ba- 


ptizedinto a memberſhip of the Church. How many are there 
of ſuch who in their harmleſſe Nonage were babes of Grace,and 
yet have ozt/ived their [nmocence, fo as at laſt ro be transfor- 
med into veſſels of wrath ? I will ſhut up this Paragraph with 
the words of Tertullian. Saul was turned in- Sqmlem tam Dei Spirits vertit in 
to a Prophet by the Spirit of holineſſe, as well Propletam,quam oy malus ſpirit po- 
as into an Apoſtate by the ſpirit of unclean- flea mn Apoflaram. Judam aliquandiu 

- . cum clefiis deputatum pofea Diabolas 
neſſe. And the Devil entred into Judas, who | | 

*” Þ inravit, Tertul, de Anima. cn, 

for ſome time together had been deputed with FE: 
the eleft. And with the ſaying pf S. Au- = ng 
guſtine, That if the regenerate and juſtified |, wen em em pareſt diceres Non accepi, 
ſhall fall away into a wicked courſe of living quia aceptom gratiam Dei ſuo in ma» 
by his own will and pleaſure, he cannot ſay, lum arbitrio tibero amiſu, Aug. de 
I bave not received, becauſe he hath wilfully 


Gra: & Correp. c. 6. c. 9. 


leſt that Grace of God which he had received, by that will of = 
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which was at Iiberty to fin. And how exattly that Father doth 
ſpeak, my ſenſe of this buſineſſe, T leave it for any one to 
judge who ſhall conſult him De pred. San. }. 1.c. 14. De 
beno Perſev. l.2.c.1. & 6. & [.2.c.8. & 13. And I would 
very fain know, whether the loft Groar, the loft Sheep, and the 
prodigal Son, do not ſignifie (in our Saviowrs Parables) that 
a true beleever may be /oft, and being /of may be found, and 
again become a z7xe beleever. Which is as much as I deſire ts 
prove the thing under conſideration. 


Cuay. V. 


54. Haus evinced to my ſelf (and that is all that I pre- 
The Decree of rend to ) Firſt, that my will of it /elf is #xclinable to 
Eleftion condi- ey1;] ; and that, ſecondly, of it ſelf it is wor inclinable tO good ; 
— -—_ 7e- and that, thirdly, it is sncl/ized by the ſingular and ſpecial 
+4408 operation Of Grace, to the refuſing. of evsl, 


Lud gratis non nova volunts crea- 
nr, neqz ivita woluntas cogiturs and to the chooſing of good, and that there- 


fed infirma ſauatur, depravata cor- fore inthe fourth place, that ſingular Grace 
right ®Y, er ex matf in bornam con: doth nor work. {0 irreſiſtibly asro compel an 
wertitur, ac inteviore quedam modo unwilling will, but yet fo ſtrongly as to heal 
rabitur, ut ex nelente wolens effi a cþ one; not {0 neceſſitating the will of 


6jary, & Divinz yocationi liben- . EST . 
rer conſentiat,C9c. Auguſt. de grat, God's ele, as that inevitably it muſt, 


& lib, arb, ad Valent.c, 13. but yet fo powerfully perſwading, as that it 
certainly wal, both believe and obey, and 
after repentance perſevere unto the end; T ſhould in c5v3/iry tro my 
EE ' Reader conclude his Trowt/:, it I were ſure that ſome me: 
_ p 4 would not call it Tergiver/ation; andif 1 were not obliged by 
þ = ccoytehy thoſe papers, which have been fo frequently,f> falſly (char ] may 
deftinat, quia not ſay ſo malicioully) tranſcribed, and are threatned to be laid 
quale furarum very publiquely to my <harge, (and whichT pleadin the defence 
. vegan of this minz own pxblicatien, which T {ſhould never have c<:- 
been . ng ſen upon ſzch a ſubjet?, as I has@ leaſt -of all txdied, and am leak 
$redeſtinas, delighted in of any other) ro remonſtrare the «rmſt of what I 
Avg.in Reſp. think in theſe mattecs. -For I do ſftedfaſtiy beleeve (what I alſo 
= _ Pe- afſered in that extemporary Diſcorrſe, which was the innocent 
SEE ne: cauſe of this unacceptable effett) That,Gods Decreg of Elettion 
\gacſicwn, .from aM eternity, was. not abſclute and 3rreſpettive, but - " 
P 


[69] 
fpeft wnto, and in preſcience of ſome qualification, without which 
mo an is the proper objett of ſuch Decree. And this I prove tomy 
ſelf from theſe waies of Reaſoning. 

Firſt, I conſider with my ſelf, that there is »o ſalvation but 


-55.only to ſuch, as are found to be in Chriſt Fe+, in the day of 
Death and of 7«dgement. Which no man living can be, un- Proved by rea 
lefſe he be qualified with ſuch conditions, as without 'which it ſon, from ins be 
is impoſſible to be ſo found; (ſuch as are Faith, and Obedience, " 


and' Repentance, after fin, bringing forth ſuch fruits 4s are wor- 
thy of Repentance, and perſeverance in weldcins unto the end.) 


That God will ſave none but ſuch, is all men's Confeſſion. And by wich we 
that he ſaves none but ſuch whom he decrees to fave, is every * /0. 


whit as p/ain. Therefore none but /#ch are the objett of ſach 
Deoree. For if he decreed to fave any without regard or 7e- 
ſpett ro their being ſuch, he might a&»alty ſavethem without 
regard Or reſpett to their being ſuch. Becauſe whatſoever is 
juſtly decreed, may be juſtly exccated as it is decreed. Bur it is 
granted on all ſides (as I ſuppoſe) that God will fave xonz 
except /uch as are found to be in Chriſt with the aforefaid 
qualifications ; and therefore it ſhould be agreed on all ſides,that 
he decreed to fave none but ach a5 they. And what is that but 
a reſpeftive and conditional Decree? made in jntxitioz of our 
being in Chriſt, and of our being /o qualified to be in Chriſt ? 
$0 No although our eleftion i net of works, but of him that 
calleth, yet good works are required as a neceſſary condition, 
though utterly unworthy to be a canſe of. our eleftion. Nor 
can it be without reſpect to the condirion of the Covenant, 
that the Covenant 15 made, and the promiſe decreed to be fulfilled. 
$6, Secondly, 1 conſider, that the Decree of the Farhey to ſend the 
Son to be a /econd Adan,was in reſpett and regard to the backeſli- 
ding of the firſt Adam. Without which it was 5mpoſſible that the 
Son of .God ſtould have been ſent to be the Saviour of the 


world. And the decree of God Almighty to fave the firſt Adam, Epb. 1. 4,6. 
was in regard of and reſpet#to the mer;toriouſneſs of the ſecond Rom. 8.39, 
Adam:For God adopreth never a chjlde,nor doth ackyowledge him © Ye Fo 30s 


for hi4 own,ſo as to give him erernal life,unlefle it be for the ſake 
of his only Gegorren Son. © Firſt God pitied a woeful world, then he 
-Z2yved what be pitied, next he gave fis own Sex to ſave what he 
K 2 : Joved, 


And from the | 
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C70] 
loved, andupon the condition of beleeving in his Son, he paye it 
a promiſe of eternal /ife. For fo beleeving is interpoſed be- 
ewixt /ove and life, inthe 3. of S. Fob verl. 26. God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Sow, that whoſo- 
ever beleeveth in him, (ſhould not periſh, but have everla- 
fting life. From this Text it appeareth, that God loved 
the world before he gave his Sox to it ; for therefore gave he 
his Sox, becauſe he /oved it. But it was nota /ove by which 
he loved it to /ife everlaſting; for with ſuch love he only 
loved it in his Sox. And the world is not capable of fuch a /ove 
without the condition of beleeving. It was therefore in pra- 
ſcience of our beleeving i» Chriſt,that God elefed us to life 
eternal. For Chriſt is not oxly the weans, (as ſome affirm) 
but the meritorions cauſe, and the Head of our Elefttiow. 
Chriſt was forcknown, 1 Pet. 1. 2. and wein him, Row.8. 29. 
Chriſt was predeſtin'd, and we by him, Eph. 1.5. 

Thirdly, I conſider, that there mult be a Difference be- 
fore there can be an Eleftion. Love indeed is an att of fq- 
vour, but Elelticn is properly an ait of Fudgement ; a pre- 
ferring of the better before the worſe. They that ſay God 
Elefted ſuch a number of men without the leaſt 5ytwirion 
of their qualifications by which they are differenced from 
the reprobated crew, do ſpeak sUogically ( to ſay no worſe.) 


aov * #Shis 33 how much /afer is it to ſay, That becauſe ſuch men as 
exria,) #n- are 5 Chriſt by Faith are better then ſuch as are our of Chriſt 
ez” «T e794 by Infidelity, therefore thoſe are taken, and theſe are left ? 


# Un T7 ary 
Nama. 
Oecum, apud 
Epiſc, Wint.de 
Avriic. Larn. 
Jud, 


or doth this derogate from God, or arrogate to man, to ſay, 
he chooſeth his own gifts, any more then it doth, to ſay, 
he crowns them. For God doth give us the advantage of 
our being in Chriſt, as well as chooſe us for that advax- 
tage. Firſt he giveth us his Soy, next he giveth us his 
Grace whereby to enable us to believe in his Som, and (o 
beleeving he doth elef us. So that here is no mattey for 
man to beaſt on; he having nething which he hath not ye- 
ceived, no not ſo much as his evn{sa. It is God that 
makes the difference, as well as God that chooſerh. And it 
ſeems this very argument from the Nazwre and V/e of the 
word Ekttion, did prevail with S. Auftin and Orcame- 
TL 
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C71) 
nie. $. Auftin faith expreſly, that 7»ſtification precedeth Elefti- Non ramen Ele 
#1 ; and his reaſon is, becauſe no man is elelFed wnleſſe he differ io precedit 


from him that is reefted. ng wr pre 


onem Juſl'ficati", Nemo enim eligitur, niſi jam diſlans abillo qui rejicitur. Unde quod 
diftum ift, Ruta eliget nes Dis an'e mund: conſtirutionan, non widro quomode fit dice» 
dam nifs preſcrentis. Avguſt, ad Simpl. 1, ». 


58. Foxrthly, I conſider, that the whole Texor of the Scyi- Proved by 


Ptures, in the /udzerext of all the Fathers, who are belt Scripture. 
able to wnderſitand them, teacheth no other Pradeſtination, 
then i», and throwgh Chrijt, which 1s reſpettive and condi- 
tional. Firſt the Sertpture gives us none but conditional pro- 
miſes, ſuch as, If any mn keep my [aying, he hail never taſte Joh. 8. 51, 
Death. Whatſoever a man (oweth that ſhall he reap. And we Gal. 6. 7, 9. 
ſhall reap if we faint nit- If any man will hear my woice, and Rey, x, 20, 
open the doore, I will come into him, &c. Nay even the ve- 
ry Texts which are wont to be urged for irreſpeftive Ele- 
Aion do ſeem very preciſely to evince the contrary. For 
when God is faid to pred:ſtize according to his good pleaſure Epb. 4. 9. 
which he had purpoſed in himſelf, the word jvnxia rendred 
g00d pleaſure, doch not ſignitie the ab/olnteneſſe, but the re- 
[pettiveneſſe of his will. For it Felateth to ſomething in 
which God is wel! pleaſed, and that is Chriſt. Ir being im- 
poſlible for God to pleaſe himſelf with mankinde, or for 
men to be acceptable and well pleaſing to God, any otherwiſe 
then in him, of whom it was fſaid,. T hrs is my beloved Son 5s whom 
I am well pleaſed. Beſides, al! thoſe Scriptures which doe 
reach xniverſal Grace, and Redemption, (which I ſuppoſe hath 
been proved in the proſecution of my firſt Principle) do ſeem 
ro me mo;t clearly to inferre a reſpettive and' conditional 
Eleftim. For if it 1s true, that Chriſt did offer up himſelf, 
not only ſufficiently, but intentionally for all ; if he did ear- 
meſtly deſire that every one would come in, upon the preach- 
ing of his ord, and receive the benefit of his Death and: Paſ- 
fien; if his warnings were not in jeſt, and his invitations ſe- 
YLOMS ; if [ depart from me ye curſe was therefore foretold 2 
that every one might beware and not obtyade himſelf! upon 
that /entence,; if he is wwwilling that any one ſhonld be 
; canght- 
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. Execration become bis prajer. He took the poyſon out of 


[723 
eaughy in the Serpents ſnare, who ſhewes to al (without ex- 
cepuon) a certain way tO eſcape; if (as S. Auſtin ſpeaks ) 
he is deſirous wot to ftrike, who bids us lk, to our poſtwre, 
and ftaxd upon our Gard; if (as S. Auſtin ſpeaks again) he 
ſhews his power to pariſh none but only thoſe that ref#/e his 
Atercy; and would not damn any ove withour reſpet# to ſix, 
who gave his own Sox to die for all; then his refuſing of 
the Goats in reſpe2? of that which makes them differ from 
Sheep, infers his Election of the ſheep, in reſpet# of that 
which makes them differ from Goars. And I have made the 
more haſte to make this Heference, becauſe as the reſpeftive- 
weſſe of Eleftion needs not otherwiſe to be proved then by 
the reſpettiveneſſe of Reprobation; ſo they are both taken 
for granted, upon the ſappoſition of Chrf's having dyed 
not only /«fficiextly, but intentionally for all. Towards which 
( having diſcourſed fo largely of it already) I will only of- 
fer this one conſideration which weets my pen as I am wri- 
ting, and even obrrudes it ſelf upon me to be delivered. It 
is briefly this. That ſince our Saviowr upon the Croſſe, did 
very heartily pray, even for thoſe very bomicides, and parri- 
cides, and Deicides that Kilf'd him, we have no reaſon bur 
to beleeve, That he laid down his life even for them that 
rook_it away; and that he dyed for al! for whom he prayed. 
And yet we reading of their 3Zurders, but not of their Re- 
pentance, I ſhould be loth to tell wy people, that thoſe cyu- 
cifying wretches, were precious weſſels of Eleltion, (in come 
plyance with that opinion, that Chriſt died only for the Eleft ) 
leit they ſhould comfor: up themſelyes in the moſt grim/on 
fins that ean be named (like ſome in the world) as well com 
ſting with their pretenſions to the Kingdome Of Heaven. 
And yet in my foalow 7ndgement, (which becauſe it is /bal- 
tow, I do ſubmit to thoſe of deeper and profounder reach, how 
dogmarically ſoever I may ſeem to have ſpoken in many pla- 
ces of this Diſcourſe) I ſay in my ſhallow Judgement, Chritt 
dyed for all for whom he prayed; and he prayed for them 
that core themſelves. His bloud be wpon « (ſaid they) and 
yet-(faid he) Father forgive them. He made his Marderers 


their 


4 £933 8, 
-their Cov/e, ant made it whot/eme for them. Fle wihad,- 

| . dhe Gilowd might be both wpon ; | 
their. thifarew; "but in lis 
'$i and, cywl /exfe ; for rhey meant «he 


Nor \ affirm, that 


a-Cut#hogwe of yartioulars, as T'pave-in before,” for a »Condi- 70"? of 
- 250ml" \Reprobation, (which (yer T think: were. very <afic upon [,,,,, 


nal way. And Dr. Twiſſe conteſſeth, that all che Ancients, edi os 


before *S: ztwſtimn,-did place the objeit -of God's Elevtion- in Twill, in Vin. 


harmleſſe Tenent. He affirmed that all the Fathers, who li- _ de bony 
e 


ved before himſelf, agreed,,auhis, 'That the Grace of God a C19» 


e_to.he Rome Hom agua g #re, becauſe I am 
got an effirmer of humane merits, mu KY place them . 
m a precedency tO Grace. 


60, I conclude with a defire of ſo much 1berty of conſcience, Tht Concluſion; 
as to beleeve with S. Paxl,, That God « a reſpetter, not of | 
* Perſons, but of * works: That my ſins are perfettly and * Rom. 3. 1; 
entirely mine own. And that if I do any thing that is good, * V&b 14 
It is eos / that do it, but the Grace of God that is 5» me: 
Yet ſo, as that 7 cando all rhings through him that ftrengrhens x Cor, tg, 26; 
we, And who doth Jroagys as that I may do ny bes 


RY 
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Gne not ſ0'force me 85 weſt, In this, and oth 

. thing, I have been long ſince taught by Yincentine Lirinew. 
\ St; (whom I' ſhall eyer 0b to the went of my ,Ds/- 
Evetion), \T'0, opine 1th: vg and woſt , Fudicions,; rather 
then with the feweſt, and | ſcer#:ng. Opinionaſtrete is \a 


fault, but Fallibility is none. If my Teachers are inthe rghy, 
they have knowledge enongh to make me moderately inftrutted ; 
if they ate any where in-the wrong, they have authority 
enough ta. make me paerdonably erroxcous; if I have nor 
perſpicacity tO comprehend them as they deſerve, it feems 
they have Depths enongh to prove, I am Hnvincibly - ig- 
- Worant. | 


ERRATA'S. 


Pt 3 Un, 19, read extemporary Diſconrſe, p, 19. f. 39» 7+ and doth ſa 
move, f.I1.,(, 10. dele wpony t. £3. for of 7+ £0. mne own, Þ. 17.4 
Is. f. ſure 7, bere- P. 19. L.8. F prepoſition r, propoſitions l, u5. after 

adde for, Þ, »1. 1. 19- f. unworthy 7. worthy, Þ. 23+ (+ 4. after rerntn co adde 
that, þ- 24.6 35-f- Job, 4.7, Job, 8, P- 331.183. after we adde mays f- 44» 
[. wit. r. Gallorum, p. 45+ 1.4. after id, r, ibid, f.$3- & 39 f. £quiv 

Y. ” p, 60, {, 19. f, Cant, I. 14+ 7+ Cant, 1b. 4. {29+ f-<fficxcious? 


uy eQual, p.61.0.4-f. acechcefis r. Caachreſity, Þ+ 7h. &+ 5+ f.cleget'r 
clegit, 


